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INTEODTJCTIOK 

HE confasion which exists in Chris- 
tendom is due to a general ignorance 
of Scripture. The arrangement and 
relative dependence of the parts com- 
pleting the whole, and forming together a per- 
fected unity, have not been fully recognised. 
The principles which govern the construction 
of the whole fabric have not been seen. The 
prophetic language, built on preceding narra- 
tives, the dependence of the New on the Old 
Testament, are very imperfectly understood. 
The ignorance of Scripture, which as a mantle 
enshrouds Christendom, gives rise to distrust of 
some of its statements, false interpretations, 
varied and diverse religious opinions. Irre- 
ligion, more extended than is thought, is a 
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consequence of the general ignorance. The 
difficulties which spring up in the way of honest 
inquirers no one has been capable of removing. 
The religious and semi-religious shut their eyes 
to the difficulties, and soothe themselves with 
an expression of general vague belief. Accept- 
ing God's Book in the main as right, they hold 
by it after a fashion, with the aid of unskilled 
commentaries. A semi-religious state flows 
from' this half-beliefi and which is exhibited in 
forms of varied pious ceremonials. Separated 
communities of professing religionists are a con- 
sequence. Religion with many is a state craft, 
and out of which they make political capital. 
Some make religion a business. The Bible to 
these is only valuable as it can be turned to 
profitable account. Many are desirous of per- 
petuating some religious system favourable to 
their worldly success. Christendom, unawak- 
ened to the verities of the Bible, reposes a trust 
in blind guides mainly moved to their work by 
self-interest. Some of these designedly keep 
themselves blind, others are so by accepting on 
trust the opinions of fallible men. Bible verities 
have on the great mass of "humanity a very weak 
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hold. Christendom viewed as a whole does not 
geek in the Sacred Scripture for guidance. Did 
men know the Bible they would not seek the aid 
and advice of their fallible fellow-mortals, but 
trust unwaveringly to God's Word. Feeble com- 
mentaries, erring councils, and ignorant patristic 
lore would have no charms for them. When 
the Bible is understood, the supposed helps will 
be found worse than useless, as tending only to 
lead astray. A human, legalised religion has 
a hold on many. To some of these the Book 
of Common Prayer is a cherished god. With 
them the Bible is subsidiary, and read only to 
favour their worship. Numerous are the forms 
of error which exist. If throughout Christen^ 
dom a general conviction obtained of the pos- 
session of revealed verities, they would be more 
valued, more reverenced, and more carefully 
studied. A half knowledge of, and a partial reli- 
ance on, them would not be satisfactory. Where 
diflS^culties present themselves in the way of a 
right interpretation, their removal would be ear- 
nestly sought. Inquiry would not be so much 
dreaded and stifled, nor inquirers persecuted as 
now. The love of truth would be held far above 
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and outweigh the love for a human institution. 
When all the parts of the Bible are recognised 
in their harmonious arrangement, the Scriptures 
will command the highest reverential attention. 
Then will the Book assert its full significance, 
and not as now raise only a dreamy, vague, 
unsatisfactory influence, a something between 
reverence and doubt ; a something which leads 
to acceptance or rejection, as inclination prompts. 
•While surrounded by an unhallowed haze, its 
precepts and doctrines are read to mean any- 
thing to suit the reader's fancies and predilec- 
tions. Sectarianism revels where Christianity 
should reign. The check — ^the Bible — ^is put 
out of sight, which God has vouchsafed to keep 
within due bounds man's instinctive tendencies 
to worship, and a revelry in idolatry is the con- 
sequence. The human destinies take their shape 
from heathenism. The diverse antagonistic 
opinions of the professedly religious raise doubts 
in many honest minds, and covert infidelity is 
a consequence. Students of theology are led 
away from the source of truth to seek it in other 
corrupted sources — in human springs, and so 
find waters enervating and poisonous, which 
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they drink in lieu of the water of life. The 
evils which result from this cause are many. 
Young men enter on theological studies, and 
come out of them infidels, pious infidels, spread- 
ing abroad destructive tenets, founded, not on 
avowed infidel opinions, but on human religious 
professions put forth from under a garb of sanc- 
tity. Their tenets are disseminated, and poison 
the whole atmosphere of mixed religion and 
politica The neophytes have true religion but 
skin deep ; their inner being, body and soul, is 
filled with a human, scholastic, systematic, dog- 
matic religion of one sort or another. They 
have not been led to study the Bible, but rather 
what others have had to say respecting it. They 
have not a faith in the Bible, but in the several 
guide-books of their teachers, the doctrinaires. 
Numberless diverse opinions are the results. 
When doctors disagree, who shall decide ? From 
the diversity of opinions promulgated, Christen- 
dom is split up with antagonisms. The general 
ignorance occasions the Bible to be held with 
laxity. A heart belief in its statements is 
seldom found ; an avowed general belief, which 
pledges to little, and which gives room for the 
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sanction of any religious creed, is much more 
common. 

To this gloomy picture must be added a 
bright gleam of sunshine, introduced by a re- 
cognition of the saintly lives and deaths of a 
stream of faithful men, who, notwithstanding 
some things hard to be understood, have clung 
with tenacity to God's Word (Heb. xi.) The 
stream, still living, flows on, and gathers strength 
as it advances. 

The general laxity in which the Bible is held, 
is a consequence of covert unbelief. In a sense 
it is received as God's Book, but its several 
parts are held with laxity, doubts springing up 
about this or that part. We seek to show the 
parts are true in themselves, and true in rela- 
tion to each other. The Bible is true, not in a 
vague, indefinite sense, but in a particular ; that 
is, each particular is true — the parts being true, 
the whole is true. We are not asserting every 
translated word from the original text is true. 
Modem languages are continually undergoing 
changes, words becoming obsolete, and others 
presenting themselves more descriptive of the 
things signified. What we do assert is : The 
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Bible is constructed on principles which, when 
known, show it to be an unique book, true in 
its statements, true as a whole. Inspiration is 
the source of its statements, and though acting 
through so many persons, and through a com- 
pilation occupjring several hundred years, it has 
not erred. To be convinced of its inspiration 
necessarily implies a reception of its statements, 
however some of them may. to uninstructed 
minds, seem to be void of common sense. For 
wise and good ends a veil has been cast over 
Scripture, and it could not be removed until a 
general enlightenment permitted. In the words 
of our Lord, " I have yet many things to say 
unto you, but ye cannot bear them yet." Men 
had first " to run to and fro, and knowledge in- 
crease.'' Inspiration was the source of the Bible 
statements, and these the Divine Power has so 
mightily, so scientifically arranged, so fitted and 
dovetailed together, that a perfected whole is 
th0 result. No parts may be detached without 
serious injury to the perfected whole. Some 
parts, if read disjointedly, seem like unhealthy 
excrescences ; interpreted rightly, they are found 
to have a true relation^ and to the instructed 
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uund present themselves as well adapted to their 
places in the ordered whole. 

It is not an unfrequent remark that the Old 
Testament is not needed for Christians ; their 
text-book should be the New Testament. This, 
if acted on, would be a great mistake. The 
New Testament without the Old would be use- 
less, or comparatively useless. A body of truth 
is built up by many successive teachings, which 
lead to the result not otherwise, humanly speak- 
ing, attainable. A work has just appeared, 
styled, " The Continuity of Scripture," by the 
Vice-Chancellor Sir W. P. Wood, in which is 
shown to exist, historically, morally, and spirit- 
ually, the relation between the Old and New 
Testaments. The recognition of the relation- 
ship is repeatedly marked, and the author in the 
preface wisely and truly says, " Assuredly the 
two Testaments must stand or fall together ; 
assuredly, if the old Scriptures be devoid in any 
part of truth, our Lord's testimony to them must 
(shocking as it is to say so) be untruthful ; and 
if so, then indeed the moral world is again a 
chaos, and the Christian's life a dream. Then, 
indeedi we should be of all men most miserable, 
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as falling from the highest estate to the most 
abject poverty. But it is not so, thanks be to 
God, who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ." The Christian spirit, the 
warm and loving heart, of which this work gives 
evidence, command our high respect, and raise 
in us good hopes for the welfare of our country, 
while men so constituted are among its leading 
members. While oflfering this testimony to a 
Christian character, we deem it needful to say, 
Sir W. P. Wood has not gone in advance of 
other commentators — he has diligently collated 
examples of continuity. 

No commentator heretofore has discerned the 
principles which have governed the construction 
of the Bible. It is only to take up any of the 
commentaries to be convinced of the common 
failing. The writers having no knowledge of 
the whole scheme, have necessarily failed in 
discerning the meanings and analogies of the 
several parts. Hence have arisen misunder- 
standings and a Babel of opinions. When the 
Bible is understood, the diversity of opinion — 
producing the confusion which reigns — will 
cease, or be greatly lessened, and a much more 
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general community of religious, and, as a con- 
sequence, of political, thought be a result. We 
trust to be able to show the ordered arrange- 
ment of the Scriptures, their mutual dependence, 
their homogeny, and the perfected character of 
the whole. The stumbling-blocks which an 
imperfect knowledge raises, we seek to remove 
from the path of a diligent student and honest 
inquirer, and to give a pervading, life-giving 
faith to Christendom as the result of a known 
Bible. 



t&^-y 




I 



THE PRINCIPLES ON WHICH THE BIBLE IS 

CONSTRUCTED. 




HE Bible is a theological system. It 
presents the science which' teaches a 
knowledge of divine life, of man's 
relation thereto, and of the divine 
will with respect to man. It deals with occult 
life, the unseen, the spirit-world, and concerns 
man in connection therewith. Its object is to 
create communion between God and man. Man, 
with limited faculties, is incapable of appre- 
hending the spirit-world without divine aid. 
The Bible is the aid given. To understand it 
we must begin by the study of its framework, 
and the elemental principles which have go- 
verned its construction. We must look into the 
foundations to see of what they are composed, 
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why they are laid so deep„and why so extended. 
We must then survey the superstructure, and* 
mark the application of the elemental principles. 
As in a secular, so in the religious science, we 
must obtain a knowledge of the elemental rules, 
and trace their application, and so be able to 
understand the formed parts. To read Scrip- 
ture aright, we must study and understand its 
opening terms, why they are introduced, and 
thus be enabled to comprehend their intended 
use. 

The Bible commences with a described crea- 
tion which in recent time has occasioned much 
controversy. Whether the relation be histori- 
cally^ true we do not now inquire. Suffice it to 
say, that if we suppose it to describe the forma- 
tion of our own solar system, the description 
appears reasonable. If we suppose illimitable 
space, and in a portion unappropriated, save 
with gaseous matter — called " the face of the 
deep," and "the face of the waters," in very 
remote time-our system began to be forme,i 
and in successive cycles carried to completion : 
the order of creation will bear the inquiries of 
scientific investigation. But with this view of 
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the creation narrative we are not now concerned. 
It is not with it as positive historical statement 
we have at present to do. What we want to 
learn is, Why was it given ? Why was it placed 
at the commencement of God's Book ? What 
was the paramount object ? Was the narration 
given to satisfy man's natural curiosity ? Was 
it intended as a first step to lead onward to more 
general knowledge? Was it given to lay a 
foundation upon which to build the written 
Word in conformity with principles prearranged 
for the construction of God's Book ? 

The answer to the several queries is found in 
the uses to which we find the narrative terms 
are afterwards applied through the Scriptures. 
Thereby we learn the narrative was given to lay 
the foundation of a language in which God could 
hold converse with man. It must be remem- 
bered, spiritual ideas come to us through the 
medium of physical things. As man is consti- 
tuted, he is incapable of conceiving an idea, save 
through the medium of the senses of sight, or 
touch, or taste. Language is based on the 
senses. It is developed by analogies and com- 
parisona Language is built up with imagery, 
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having its origin in sensation. All mental 
operations are carried on through this agency. 
The Bible is constructed upon the fundamental 
principle of language. It is reared in narratives 
of physical things, seeming history and true 
history, the whole erected in conformity with 
this leading principle. The narratives supply 
imagery for language in which a spiritual con- 
verse is maintained. They form the alphabet, 
so to speak, in which the language of the Bible 
is written. The principle is observed through- 
out the Scriptures. Not only the creation nar- 
rative, but every subsequent statement, forms 
a foundation on which is built the Scripture 
language. Every recorded primary narrative is 
employed afterward to supply, when so needed, 
symbols to convey spiritual ideas. This funda- 
mental principle pervades the whole Bible. 

Analogous to this principle of construction, 
another, popularly recognised, but not to its full 
extent, is the employment of types. These are 
very numerous, and commentators have failed 
to apply many of them to their antitypes. They 
have been recognised in Hebrew ceremonials, 
and applied to spiritual antitypes, but in numer- 
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0U8 other instances they have not been seen, 
such as in the four hundred years of affliction 
to the seed of Abraham, the forty years' sojourn 
in the wilderness, the forty days' and fortj^ 
nights' fasting in the wilderness, the woman with 
an issue of blood twelve years, and many others. 

Another principle of construction, heretofore 
partially recognised, is that of giving names to 
things and persons descriptive of their peculiar 
characteristics, and of the literal meaning to be 
conveyed. This principle applies to the whole 
Bible. 

Without the full recognition of these funda- 
mental principles, it is impossible to read the 
Bible with an understanding mind. They have 
never before been fully, only partially, seen. 
The figurative style is too evident to be alto- 
gether ignored. Terms such as Zion, fountains, 
rivers, and others, have been too obviously used 
as figures to be mistaken. Christian divines 
have never perceived the whole fabric to be so 
built up. 

The pervading principles were better known, 
it would appear, to the Hebrew doctors. We 
nave the following testimony to this in the 
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Quarterly Review for October 1867, Article, 
** The Talmud.'* 

" The Haggadah in general transforms Scrip- 
iure, as we said, into a thousand themes for its 
variations. Everything being bound up in the ^ 
Bible-r-the beginning and the end — there must 
be an answer in it to all questions. Find the 
key, and all the riddles in it are solved. The 
persons of the Bible— the kings and the patri^ 
archs, the heroes and the prophets, the women 
and the children, what they did and suffered, 
their happiness and their doom, their words 
and their lives — became, apart from their pre- 
supposed historical reality, a symbol and an 
allegory. And what the narrative had omitted 
the Haggadah supplied in many varieties. It 
filled up their gaps, as a prophet looking into 
the past might do ; it explained the motives ; it 
enlarged the story; it found connections between 
the remotest countries, ages, and people, often 
with a startling realism; it drew sublime morals 
from the most commonplace facts. Yet it did 
all this by quick and sudden motions, to us 
most foreign; and hence the frequent misun- 
dunstanding of its strange and wayward moods.'' 
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In determining the spiritual application of 
physical terms, of types, of historic or seeming 
historic narratives, there are textual accompani- 
ments which guide to right conclusions. 

Three prominent principles which govern the 
construction of the Bihle have been named. 
There is yet another to be noticed. 

The Bible is divided into three sections, each 
comprising a period of two thousand years. 
They are not chronologically in sequence six 
thousand years. That is, what is called the 
patriarchal age did not precede historically the 
Abrahamic or Mosaic two thousand years. The 
patriarchs* lives are not historical. They are 
predictive, or rather were predictive. They 
present predictively phases of Christian life 
which have now become history. The second 
section presents in type a faith superior to the 
claims of earthly ties, and proceeds to show a 
course through which such a faith to become 
common is built up. The course begins by 
promises, and is pursued by separating a family 
or people from the rest of mankind, and by re- 
peated manifestations of power in favour of this 
people to demonstrate the existence of an un- 

B 
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seen but Supreme Power. To this people moral 
laws were given, and the observance of religious 
ceremonials ordered typical of a higher or spiri- 
tual order of truths. The third section presents 
the coming on earth, from the Supreme Power, 
of One in humanity, who acted out in all its 
fulness the preceding typical faith, and became 
its antitypical representative. The Divine visi- 
tant taught the truths needful to the progress 
of mankind in membership with spirit life. 
Thus the Bible presents three great sections, 
distinct yet inseparably united in one unalter- 
able course of teaching, mutually dependent 
and mutually supporting each other. 

In addition to the three principal sectional 
divisions, the Bible comprises a further course 
of another thousand years. The progress of 
spiritual life on earth is traced from its type in 
Abraham onward to its realisation. It is not 
set up in its true manhood vigour till towards 
the close of the Christian section of two thou- 
sand years. Then it begins to have <* home on 
earth, and gradually extends over its face, until 
is fulfilled the promise to Abraham, that in his 
seed, springing out of his faith, '' all the nations 
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of the earth should be blessed, because he 
obeyed God's voice." The several predicted 
periods are distinct, but not separated by wide 
chasms ; but flow on in Nature's order, follow- 
ing in succession and blending, the progression 
marked by an advancing enlightenment. The 
teaching commencing with Abraham employs 
five thousand years to eflfect its full object. By 
Hebrew chronology, and seeming Bible chrono- 
logy, God's voice to man is apparently employed 
(^ven thousand years in instruction before the 
full purpose is attained. The Bible is not his- 
tory. It contains some history. It is emphati- 
cally what it is styled, " The Book of Life " 
(Rev. XX. 12), and is distinguished by this 
appellation from other books given to diflferent 
nations for partial enlightennlent, to pave the 
way for the reception of the " Book of Life." 

The relative bearings which are found to 
exist in the books of the holy penmen, the unity 
of purpose shown, and the immeasurable good 
proclaimed, will obtain for the Scriptures a pre- 
eminent esteem. When understood, the Bible 
will exert its intended, its proper influence, and 
only the ignorant, the perverse, the determined 
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rebels to God's teaching, will persist in cultivat- 
ing opinions favourable to idolatry, shown to 
exist in many forms, and which among Chris- 
tians lead to schisms and separations ; external 
forms of religion inimical to Christ's Church 
will languish and die out, and the happy condi- 
tion present itself of a united people earnestly 
seeking to be guided by Christ, the Way, the 
Life, and tiie Truth. 

We will enumerate the principles observed 
in the construction of the Bible : — 

1. All primary narratives supply terms used 
as symbols for language in which to express 
spiritual ideas. This principle applies to every 
first narrative of physical things, of seeming 
history, and of true history. 

2. A system of types is maintained to express 
and to foreshadow their antitypes. 

3. Names are given to things and persons 
literally expressive of their peculiar character- 
istics and of the meanings intended to be con- 
veyed, 

4. The Bible is divided into three principal 
sections, Patriarchal, Mosaic, Christian. All 
these abound in prophecy. The Patriarchal 
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supplies terms for an alphabet on which to raise 
a divine language. The Patriarchal section 
is not history but prophecy, the lives of the 
patriarchs presenting phases of Christianity 
which are now become history. The Mosaic 
section commences with Abraham, and with 
the promises made to an exhibited faith. The 
divine teaching then begins. The teaching is 
carried on in commands, in types, in prophecies, 
the divine language enlarging, until the Chris- 
tian section, when spiritual truth is announced. 
It does not, however, take a firm hold till 
toward the close of the third principal sec- 
tion. It then begins to prevail, and to spread 
its benign influence over humanity, operating 
through a millennium to effect its ultimate 
purpose. There are thus four chief landmarks 
which are placed in succession at the com- 
mencement of each section, the three principal 
of two thousand years each, and the one of a 
less period, the one thousand years. The land- 
marks are set up to guide, when needed, the 
sacred writers 
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DARKNESS AND LIGHT. 




E proceed to illustrate the principles 
laid down as observed in the con- 
struction of the Bible. And first, 
of the use made of the terms em- 
ployed to describe a creation. We have not 
now to do with them in their literal meanings. 
It is required to show the use made of them by 
the several sacred writers as signs, or symbols, in 
which to erect a language to be a medium of 
communication between the spirit world and 
mankind. From this point of view how aptly 
does the description begin with presenting a 
state of darkness followed by light ! We will 
suppose man to be ignorant of spirit life — a. 
condition prior to divine teaching : he is natu- 
rally a religious animal ; he has been impressed 
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with a sense of divinity within him, but it has 
not been improved by right knowledge. The 
native sense leads him to worship, in ignorance, 
the sun, the moon, the stars, or other imaginary 
divinities set up as idols. Tuition alone could 
bring him to a right knowledge of his relation 
to actual spirit life. It was necessary that 
some communication should take place between 
the unseen, though actual, before he could 
become acquainted with the unseen. The 
native state, prior to instruction, is represented 
by darkness, and a communication from the 
spirit world the introduction of light. 

The examples are numerous of darkness and 
light being employed in the senses named. 

They are used in the exultant song of David, 
in which he proclaims, prophetically, the power 
of God over heathenism, described as the 
" waves of death,'' the " floods of ungodly men," 
the " sorrows of hell," the " snares of death,'' — 
synonymous terms for heathenism. In this 
song we read, " God bowed the heavens also 
and came down ; and darkness was under His 
feet. And He rode upon a cherub, and did 
fly : and He was seen upon the wings of the 
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wind. And He made darkness pavilions round 
al)Out Him, dark waters and thick clouds of the 
«kie8. Through the brightness before Him 
were coals of fire (* truth') kindled. The 
liord thundered from heaven, and the Most 
High uttered His voice. And He sent out 
arrows, and scattered them; lightning, and 
discomfited them." This prophetic song 
announces the advances of truth ; the Psalmist 
says, **For Thou art my lamp, Lord: and 
the Lord will lighten my darkness." 

In i?roverbs we read, " The path of the just 
is as the shining light, that shineth more and 
more unto the perfect day. The way of the 
wicked is darkness. '^ 

In Isaiah we read, " Woe unto them that 
call evil good, and good evil ; that put dark- 
ness for light, and light for darkness ; that put 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter." Again, 
** The people that walked in darkness have seen 
a great light : they that dwell in the land of 
the shadow of death, upon them hath the light 
sliined." 

In Jeremiah, ** Give glory to the Lord your 
God, before He cause darkness, and before your 
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feet stumble upon the dark mountains, and 
while ye look for light He turn it into the 
shadow of death, and make it gross darkness/' 

In the New Testament, ** But if thine eye be 
evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. 
If, therefore, the light that is in thee be dark- 
ness, how great is that darkness I " " What I 
tell you in darkness, that speak ye in light; and 
what ye hear in the ear, that preach ye upon the 
housetops." 

The examples presented are so obviously used 
in the senses named as to be instantly recog- 
nised. From not carrying the principle of in- 
terpretation to a just conclusion, commentators 
have failed in seeing their meanings in obscure 



As in the epistle of Jude, " And the angels 
which kept not their first estate, but left their 
own habitation. He hath reserved in everlasting 
chains under darkness unto the judgment of 
the great day." This is prophetic language — 
a line of prophecy among many others converg- 
ing to the same end ; and Jude is meaning the 
defection which we now know has taken place 
in Christianity, and which all the prophets fore- 
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told. The defective Christians are spots in 
feasts of charity, feeding themselves without 
fear, — trees whose fruit has withered, — raging 
waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame, 
— wandering stars, to whom is reserved the 
blackness of darkness for ever. They are kept 
in this state under religious "darkness until 
the judgment of the great day." They are 
murmurers, complainers, walking after their 
own lusts ; their mouths speaking great swell- 
ing words, having men s persons in admiration 
because of advantage; mockers in the last time; 
sensual, not having the Spirit, but having " the 
garment spotted with the flesL" 

One other example from Peter will suffice. 
Peter, as Jude, as Isaiah, as Jeremiah, as 
Ezekiel, as Daniel, as Christ, as St John, in 
fact, as all the prophets, foretold the decline 
from pure Christianity ; instead of continuing 
in the pure form first presented, it would be- 
come enshrouded with a heathen darkness. 
Peter foretold " the false teachers " which would 
arise, and many should follow their pernicious 
ways, by reason of whom the way of truth 
should be evil spoken of. And through covet- 
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ousness they should make merchandise " of their 
followers;" the Gospel would be corrupted; 
men would arise who would use it as a means 
for pecuniary and worldly advantages. These 
men would "sport themselves with their own 
deceivings, having eyes full of (spiritual) adultery, 
and a heart exercised in covetous practices." 
They are described as " wells without water, 
clouds that are carried away with a tempest ; to 
whom the mist of darkness is reserved for ever." 
" The mist of darkness for ever " is necessarily 
connected with the ignorance and perverse 
wilfulness on earth in this time and state, 
and limited to it. Ignorance and darkness 
are coeval, continuous, and have co-existence. 
When the former is overcome the latter will be 
dispelled. 




III. 




HEAVEN y EARTH, WATERS, SEAS. 

HESE terms, used in the description 
of a material creation, are, agreeably 
to the constructive principles on 
which the Bible is raised, afterward 
employed as symbols to form a language in 
which to express spiritual ideas. Broadly, 
" heaven" represents a people under the direct 
teaching of God ; " earth," a people falling away 
from God, and choosing their own devices ; 
"waters," religious opinions ; "seas," "the ga- 
thering together of the waters," pagans. The 
terms are used in modified senses, determined 
by the aid of accompanying statements, and the 
employment of cognate terms. 
We furnish examples of their use. 
Perhaps the most striking is found in Jer. iv., 
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where the same words are employed as in Ge- 
nesis. The prophet is describing the defection 
which would take place in Christ's kingdom. 
In this chapter he foretold, as we find in Jude, 
" the mist of darkness " which would spread 
over Christendom. Under the terms " Judah 
and Jerusalem," in conformity with the con- 
structive principle, Christ's kingdom is signified. 
The writings of Jeremiah are especially directed 
against an apostate Christianity which was to 
arise, and which we now know overlaid and 
obscured the truth in what is aptly described as 
" the dark age." In the fourth chapter is de- 
picted the general corruption : " the whole land 
is spoiled" — a consequence of ** the vain thoughts 
which lodged within Jerusalem." Having shown 
the general desolation, the prophet writes : " I 
beheld the earth" (nominal Christians), '*and, 
lo, it was without form and void; and the 
heavens " (Christian disciples seeking the truth), 
" and they had no light." A picture of desola- 
tion is portrayed: "The fruitful place was a 
wilderness, and all the cities thereof were broken 
down." And that this condition applies to a 
state which followed soon after the introduction 
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of Christianity the last verse shows. '* For I 
have heard a voice as of a woman in travail, and 
the anguish as of her that bringeth forth her 
first child " (infant Christianity) ; " the voice of 
the daughter of Zion ** (the second dispensation), 
" that bewaileth herself, that spreadeth her 
hands, saying. Woe is me now 1 for my soul is 
wearied because of murderers." 

In Jer. ii., wherein the defection is portrayed, 
the prophet writes : " Be astonished, ye hea- 
vens, at this, and be horribly afraid : be ye very 
desolate, saith the Lord. For my people have 
committed two evils; they have forsaken me, 
the fountain of living waters, and hewed them 
out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no 
water." 

Examples are to be found in all parts of the 
Bible. We give a few without comment, the 
meanings being now obvious : — 

" Therefore I will shake the heavens, and the 
earth shall remove out of her place, in the wrath 
of the Lord of hosts, and in the day of His fierce 
anger " (Isa. xiii.) 

" And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, 
and the heavens shall be rolled together as a 
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scroll : and all their hosts shall fall down, as the 
leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling 
fig from the fig-tree " (Isa. xxxiv.) 

" Sing, ye heavens ; for the Lord hath done 
it: shout, ye lower parts of the earth: break 
forth into singing, ye mountains, forest, and 
every tree therein : for the Lord hath redeemed 
*Jaaob, and glorified Himself in Israel" (Isa. 
xliv.) 

Our Lord's declaration may now be under- 
stood : ** Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or 
one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law till 
all be fulfilled." ..." Heaven and earth shall 
pass away, but my words shall not pass away." 
Likewise Peter's declarations: "Seeing, then, 
that all these things shall be dissolved, what 
manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness, looking for and hast- 
ing unto the coming of the day of God, wherein 
the heavens being on fire" (with truth), " shall 
be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with 
fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to 
His promise, look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness." 

In Kevelation the symbols are employed, and 
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from not perceiving their use commentatona 
have greatly erred. Take as examples of their 
use : " And there was war in heaven : Michael 
and his angels fought against the dragon : and 
the dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed 
not ; neither was their place found any more in 
heaven." Truth and falsehood are here repre- 
sented in conflict in Christ's kingdom. Truth 
prevails. "Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye 
that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of 
the earth and of the sea ! for the devil is come 
down unto you, having great wrath, because 
he knoweth that he hath but a short tima" 
When the truth is successfully spread through 
the nations, it is said there shall be " a new 
heaven and a new earth : for the first heaven 
and the first earth were passed away ; and there 
was no more sea." False opinions will have 
passed away, paganism be no more, Christianity 
in purity as a religion will prevail. Notwith- 
standing, throughout the future state on eartli 
there will be wicked people — a consequence 
inherent in unrestrained human nature ; " the 
unjust will be unjust still, and the filthy will be 
filthy stilL" 
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In connection with the waters of Grenesis, a 
firmament is described "in the midst of the 
waters, to divide the waters from the waters ; 
and God called the firmament heaven/^ Air 
is a cognate of firmament, and is used to repre- 
sent an expanded operation. As in, " The foxes 
have holes, and the birds of the air have nests ; 
but the Son of man hath not where to lay His 
head." . . . "The kingdom of heaven is like 
to a grain of mustard seed, which a man took 
and sowed in his field; which, indeed, is the 
least of all seeds ; but when it is grown it is the 
greatest among herbs, so that the birds of the 
air come and lodge in the branches thereof." 
The wide influence of the spirit of evil is de- 
scribed as " the prince of the power of the air." 
At the pouring out of the seventh vial, which 
will have a universal and wide-extended opera- 
tion, it is said, " And the seventh angel poured 
his vial into the air." In like manner must be 
interpreted the words of Paul, "to meet the 
Lord in the air " (1 Thess. iv.) 

At the time predicted the truth will prevail 
in Christendom, the air will be jubilant with 
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the name of Christ, and a first resurrection will 
be a consequence, a resurrection of the dead 
and an ascension of the quickened Christians, 
reh'giously considered. 







IV. 




GRASS^ HERB, TREES, 

N conformity with the principles pre- 
viously laid down, we have now to 
show the Biblical use of the Crea- 
tion terms, grass, herb, trees, and 
their cognates. Grass and herb imply nourish- 
ment, and are employed to signify spiritual food 
— trees to signify men. A few out of the many 
examples to be found are the following : — 

In the 15th and 16th chapters of Isaiah was 
predicted the displacements in the East of 
Christianity for a given time by the setting up 
of Mohammedanism. The two previous chap- 
ters concern Babylon. Popery and Moham- 
medanism arose about the same time. The 
Christianity of the day had fallen far below the 
standard of purity. To prevent its extension in 
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60 false a form, Mohammedanism was set up. 
The prophecies show Christianity was to travel 
westward. Its progress eastward was to be 
arrested, and Mohammedanism, as ** an hireling" 
(Isa. xvi. 14), was set up as a barrier. The 
spiritual desolation of the period is expressed in 
the following words : " For the waters of Nim- 
rim shall be desolate : for the hay is withered 
away, the grass faileth, there is no green thing. 
Therefore the abundance they have gotten, and 
that which they have laid up, shall they carry 
away to the brook of the willows." The waters 
of Nimrim express the polluted opinions of a 
growing Popery. The term " Nimrim " is an 
example of two principles observed in the con- 
struction of the Bible. Its literal meaning is 
bitterness, rebellion, change. It is derived from 
*' Nimrod," the mighty hunter before the Lord, 
. the beginning of whose kingdom was Babel 
(Gen. X.), the "great city,"' which pictures to 
us the polluted one, the clergy church, the 
mother of harlots and abominations of the earth. 
The withered hay, the failing grass, the absence 
of a green thing, denote the loss of religious 
truth ; but something has been laid up in the 
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place of it, and which " shall they carry away 
to the brook of the willows." Brook expresses 
feeble religious opinion, and willows men of low 
spiritual stature (Ezek. xvii. 5, 6). 

Some fine examples are found in Job xl. 
8-24. This chapter contains a dialogue be- 
tween Job and the Lord concerning the wisdom 
of leading to a knowledge of the truth by the 
employment for a time of the clergy church, for 
which behemoth is a symbol. The Lord asks 
Job, ** Wilt thou also disannul my judgment ?" 
and then justifies the course pursued. " Behold 
now behemoth, which I made with thee; he 
eateth grass as an ox. . . . He is the chief of 
the ways of God : He that made him can make 
His sword to approach unto him. Surely the 
mountains bring him forth food, where all the 
beasts, of the field play. He lieth under the 
shady trees, in the covert of the reed, and fens. 
The shady trees cover him with their shadow ; 
the willows of the brook compass him about." 
Having shown his employment as conformable 
to the sense of mankind, we are told in the next 
chapter why he is employed. ** By his neesings 
a light doth shine, and his eyes are like the 
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eyelids of the morning. Out of his mouth go 
burning lamps, and sparks of fire leap out Out 
of his nostrils goeth smoke, as out of a seeth- 
ing pot or caldron. . . . When he raiseth up 
himself, the mighty are afraid: by reason of 
breakings they purify themselves." 

The downward steps from truth to falsehood 
were proclaimed under the trumpet sounds of 
the Kevelation, and in the announcements the 
use of these terms is found. Prior to the 
sounding of the trumpets we read of " fire of 
the altar cast into the earth." The promulga- 
tion of truth occasioned a spiritual earthquake. 
" There were voices, and thunderings, and 
lightnings, and an earthquake." The effect of 
this earthquake was to raise discussion, which 
is expressed in these words, ** The first angel 
sounded, and there followed hail and fire 
mingled with blood, and they were cast upon 
the earth : and the third part of trees was burnt 
up, and all green grass was burnt up." The dis- 
cussion raised introduced many preceding pagan 
opinions ; many men were spiritually destroyed, 
and all true nourishment taken from them. 
The fifth trumpet proclaimed the rise of the 
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doctrine of eternal punishment concurrently 
with the setting up of Popery. " A star fell 
from heaven to the earth, and to him was given 
the key of the bottomless pit. And he opened 
the bottomless pit ; and there arose a smoke out 
of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace, and 
the sun and the air were darkened by reason of 
the smoke of the pit. And there came out of 
the smoke locusts upon the earth ; and unto 
them was given power, as the scorpions of the 
earth have power." The "locusts" are the 
clergy (see Joel i and ii., and Nah. iii. 15-17), 
and the Papacy ** commands them that they 
should not hurt the grass of the earth, neither 
any green thing, neither any tree; but only 
those men which have not the seal of God in 
their foreheads." The instructions are " not to 
hurt the grass of the earth," the papal food, 
" nor any green thing " provided by the Papacy, 
" neither any tree," — any man signed with the 
seal of the cross in his forehead, with which 
their adherents are signed, as a mark of mem- 
bership. Others not having the seal they may 
hurt, and this explains the persecution of dis- 
sentients. 
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In Isa. xlii. is decreed the dissolution of an 
impure Christianity, and herein is an example 
of the term " herb" employed to signify spiri- 
tual nourishment. God says, "I will make 
waste mountains and hills, and dry up all their 
herbs ; and I will make the rivers islands, and 
I will dry up the pools." The " mountains ^^ 
represent national churches, the "hills" dis- 
sentient sects, " herbs" th^ir spiritual nourish- 
ment, "rivers and pools" changed into dry 
land, their whole religious opinions dissipated. 

Prior to the execution of this decree the 
truth is promulgated (Isa. xxxiii.) ; judgments 
are inflicted (Isa. xxxiv.) ; and then we have a 
picture of the transition period in these words, 
" Say to them that are of a fearful heart. Be 
strong, fear not: behold your God will come 
with vengeance, even God with a recompence ; 
He will come and save you. Then the eyes of 
the bUnd shall be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the lame 
man leap as a hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
sing : for in the wilderness shall waters (true 
religious opinions) break out, and streams in 
the desert, and the parched ground shall be- 
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-come a pool, and the thirsty land springs of 
water : in the habitation of dragons, where each 
lay, shall be grass with reeds and rushes." The 
"habitation of dragons" is corrupted Chris- 
tianity (compare Isa. xxvii. and Job xl.) At 
the time predicted, the way of true holiness 
would be shown by which the ransomed of the 
Lord should return. The mingled religious 
opinions of the transition period are marked by 
" grass," true opinions affording nourishment ; 
and " reeds and rushes," gross opinions afford- 
ing indifferent nourishment or innutritions food. 
In Jer. xiv. are pictures of a debased Chris- 
tianity prior to the Keformation. The spiritual 
desolation is expressed in these words, " Judah 
(Christ's kingdom) mourneth, and the gates 
thereof languish; they are black unto the 
ground, and the cry of Jerusalem (Christendom) 
is gone up. And their nobles have sent their 
little ones to the waters : they came to the pits 
and found no water ; they returned with their 
vessels empty; they were ashamed and con- 
founded, ai:id covered their heads. Because 
the ground is chapt, for there was no rain (no 
spiritual fertilising showers) in the earth, the 
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ploughmen were ashamed, they covered their 
heads. Yea, the hind also calved in the field, 
and forsook it, because there was no grass. And 
the wild asses did stand in the high places, they 
snuffed up the wind like dragons; their eyes 
did fail, because there was no grass." This 
picture is " concerning the dearth," and it pre- 
sents the spiritually famished condition of 
Christendom, owing, as we are told in an after 
part of the chapter, to " the virgin daughter of 
God's people being broken with a great breach, 
with a very grievous blow." 

In Ezek. x. is an example wherein is found 
a promise of deliverance : " Ask ye of the Lord 
rain in the time of the latter rain ; so the Lord 
shall make bright clouds, and give them showers 
of rain, to every one grass in the field." 

Of trees as men we read in the Psalms: 
" Then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice 
before the Lord : for He cometh to judge the 
earth." In Isa. Iv., "For ye shall go out with 
joy, and be led forth with peace : the mountains 
and the hills shall break forth before you into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap 
their hands." In Isa. Ixi., " To appoint unto 
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them that mourn in Zion, to give unto them 
beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, 
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness, 
that they might be called trees of righteousness, 
the planting of the Lord, that He might be 
glorified/^ In Ezek. xvii., "And all the trees 
of the field shall know that I the Lord have 
brought down the high tree, have exalted the 
low tree, have dried up the green tree, and have 
made the dry tree to flourish : I the Lord have 
spoken and done it." In Ezek. xxxi. is por- 
trayed the greatness of the Papacy, so that 
" all the trees of Eden that were in the garden 
of Gk)d envied him/' When the Papacy is 
dethroned it is said, " And all the trees of 
Eden, the choice and best of Lebanon, all that 
drink (pure spiritual) water shall be comforted 
in the nether parts of the earth.*' 




V. 



SUNf MOONy STARS. 




HESE terms found in the creation 
narrative represent in Biblical lan- 
guage the chief personages or prin- 
ciples of a system or systems. 
Their use may be understood as we find them 
applied in Joseph's dream, Gen. xxxvii., " Be- 
hold I have dreamed a dream more; and behold, 
the sun, and the moon, and the eleven stars 
made obeisance to me. And he told it to his 
father and to his brethren; and his father 
rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this 
dream that thou hast dreamed ? Shall I, and 
thy mother, and thy brethren indeed come 
to bow down ourselves to thee to the earth ? " 

The Biblical use of these may be seen in the 
blessing wherewith Moses, the man of God, 
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blessed prophetically the heads of the tribes 
before his death (Deut. xxxiii.) In regard of 
Joseph, he said, " Blessed of the Lord be his 
land, for the precious things of heaven, for the 
dew, and for the deep that coucheth beneath, 
and for the precious fruits brought forth by the 
sun, and for the precious things put forth by 
the moon." By Malachi, Christ is called the 
Sun of Kighteousness. Moses, in the passage 
before us, employs the symbol the sun in a 
similar sense, and the moon a symbol for 
Christ's spouse, the Church, as reflecting the 
light of Christ. 

In Kev. xii. we read of ** a woman clothed 
with the sun, and the moon under her feet, 
and upon her head a crown of twelve stars." 
The woman is the Christian Church in the 
act of displacing the Hebrew Church. She is 
clothed with the Sun of Kighteousness, the 
former spouse is under her feet, made subordi- 
nate, and the Christian spouse is crowned with 
the twelve apostles of Christ. 

But she has to struggle through many diflS- 
culties which an opposing power presents to 
check her progress. After the apostolic " silence 
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in heaven " (Rev. viiL), the period of compara- 
tive quiet before the heat of discussion arose, the 
trumpets announce the force and progressive 
influence of the opposition. The successive 
downward steps of Christianity are marked, the 
waters are made bitter, and *'many men" spiri- 
tually "died because they were made bitter. 
And the fourth angel sounded, and the third 
part of the sun was smitten, and the third part 
of the moon, and the third part of the stars, so 
as the third part of them was darkened, and the 
day shone not for a third part of it, and the 
night likewise." A gloom settled over Chris- 
tendom. But the opposition to truth had not 
reached its height. The Papacy was not yet 
established. It is at the fifth trumpet sound 
that "a star fell from heaven unto the earth 
and opened the bottomless pit," and set up the 
dogma of eternal punishment. The writer of the 
article the " Talmud," in the Quarterly Eeoieio, 
says: — 

" The Mishna knows nothing of hell. For 
all and any transgressions there were *only the 
fixed legal punishments, or a mysterious sudden 
visitation of God — the sceptical rooting out. • . . 
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There is no everlasting damnation, according to 
the Talmud." 

The dogma of eternal punishment arose from 
a misreading of the word " hell " of Scripture, 
"which means heathenism, and from a desire of 
the clergy to establish for themselves a domi- 
nancy. The downward path of Christianity, 
driven back by advancing falsehoods, was fore- 
shown by all the prophets, which is easily seen 
when the Scripture language is understood. 

As previously stated, the sun, and moon, and 
stars represent leading or governing principles 
favourable or in opposition to Christ's kingdom. 
The subject-matter determines their assignment. 
We furnish examples of their use as applied to 
opposing principles. 

The 12th, 13th, and 14th chapters of Isaiah 
proclaim a change. The 12th announces the 
joyful day when Jehovah shall reign. The 
13th foreshows how the reign is inaugurated — 
namely, by the destruction of Babylon, the 
false Christianity. " Howl ye ; for the Lord is 
at hand ; it shall come as a destruction from 
the Almighty. Therefore shall all hands be 
faint, and every man's heart shall melt, and 
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they shall be afraid : pangs and sorrows shall 
take hold of them ; they shall be in pain as a 
woman that travaileth : they shall be amazed 
one at another ; their faces shall be as flames. 
Behold the day of the Lord cometh, cruel both 
with wrath and fierce anger, to lay the land 
desolate ; and He shall destroy the sinners 
thereof out of it. For the stars of heaven and 
the constellations thereof shall not give them 
light : the sun shall be darkened in his going 
forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to 
shine." 

The suspension of false teaching is announced 
in many places. 

The entrance of Joshua and the Israelites 
into the Holy Land is typical of a Christian 
entrance into God's holy land, the Niew Jeru- 
salem, wherein dwelleth righteousness, the pro- 
mised land of truth. If Joshua be read as 
prophecy, that heretofore diflScult passage in 
the 10th chapter will be understood, and it will 
be seen to have the meaning intimated by 
Isaiah, and, as we shall find hereafter, by other 
prophets. We transcribe the passage : " So 
Joshua (the Saviour) ascended from Gilgal 
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(revolution of the wheel), he and all the people 
of war with him, and all the mighty men of 
valour. And the Lord said unto Joshua, Fear 
thou not, for I have delivered them into thv 
hand ; there diall not a man of them stand 
before thee. Joshua therefore came unto them 
suddenly, and went up from Gilgal all night. 
And the Lord discomfited them before Israel, 
and slew them with a great slaughter at Gibeon 
(elevation of iniquity), and chased them along 
the way that goeth up to Beth-horon (house of 
wrath, or liberty), and smote them to Azekah 
(strength of walls), and unto Makkedah (adora- 
tion, prostration, or eminent). And it came to 
pass as they fled before Israel, and were on the 
going down to Beth-horon, that the Lord cast 
down great stones (every stone about the weight 
of a talent, Eev. xvi. 21) from heaven upon them 
unto Azekah, and they died : they were more 
which died with hailstones than they whom the 
children of Israel slew with the sword. Then 
spake Joshua to the Lord in the day when the 
Lord delivered up the Amorites (rebels or 
praters) before the children of Israel, and in the 
sight of Israel, Sun, stand thou still upon 
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Gibeon ; and thou, Moon, in the valley of Aja- 
lon (a chain, or strength). And the sun stood 
still, and the moon stayed until the people had 
avenged themselves upon their enemies. Is not 
this written in the book of Jasher (righteous) ? 
So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, 
and hasted not to go down about a whole day. 
And there was no day like that before it or 
after it, that the Lord hearkened unto the voice 
of a man : for the Lord fought for Israel." 

This suspension of the luminaries of a reli- 
gious world is foreshown by Isaiah in the 24th 
chapter, wherein a dissolution of ** the city of 
confusion " is decreed. " The earth is utterly 
broken down, the earth is cleaned, dissolyed, 
the earth is moved exceedingly. The earth 
shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall 
be removed like a cottage ; and the transgres- 
sion thereof shall be heavy upon it : and it shall 
fall and not rise again. And it shall come to 
pass in that day, that the Lord shall punish the 
host of the high ones that are on high, and the 
kings of the earth upon the earth. And they 
shall be gathered together, as prisoners are 
gathered in the pit, and shall be shut up in the 
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prison, and after many days shall they be visited 
(see Isa. xxiii. 15-18). Then the moon shall 
be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when the 
Lord of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in 
Jerusalem, and before His ancients gloriously." 

The prophet Habakkuk instructs in like man- 
ner. He portrays the idolatrous and wicked 
state, " the violence of the land, of the city, and 
of all that dwell therein," through covetousness, 
and a desire to rule, to " set a nest on high." 
Habakkuk's vision is for "an appointed time 
when it shall speak and not lie," and is addressed 
** to the chief singer on Grod s stringed instru- 
ments,^^ to one playing skilfully on the scrip- 
tural stringed truths. At the appointed time 
the vision is written again, and made "plain 
upon tables, that he may rim that readeth it." 
Then " the mountains (national churches) saw 
the Lord, and they trembled ; the overflowing 
of the water passed by: the deep uttered his 
voice, and lifted up his hands on high. The 
sun and moon stood still in their habitation : at 
the light of Thine arrows they went, and at the 
shining of Thy glittering spear/' 

In like manner, using the same symbols, our 
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Lord said, " Immediately after the tribulation 
of those days shall the sun be darkened, and 
the moon shall not give her light, and the stars 
shall fall from heaven, and the powers (church 
dignitaries) of the heavens shall be shaken." 

When the reformation intended is effected, 
we read of Zion (Isa. Ix.) : " The sun (the pre- 
vious religious rule) shall be no more the light 
by day ; neither for brightness shall the moon 
(the preceding false church) give light unto 
thee : but the Lord shall be unto thee an ever- 
lasting light, and thy God thy glory. Thy sun 
(God) shall no more go down ; neither shall thy 
moon (the true Church) withdraw itself: for 
the Lord shall be thine everlasting light, and 
the days of thy mourning shall be ended." The 
like truth is put forth in Kev. xxi. : " And the 
city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, 
to shine in it : for the glory of God did lighten 
it, and the Lamb is the light thereof." The 
religious aids previously given to lead onward 
to the attainment of truth are no longer needed; 
the time has arrived when the truth may with 
propriety be declared and received in all its 
fulness. 
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VI. 




THE LIVING CREATURE AND WINGED FOWL 
THE WATERS BROUGHT FORTH. 

S waters are employed to designate 
religious opinions, and seas, a cog- 
nate term, to signify paganism, so 
we may expect to find their products, 
" the living creature and winged fowl," to have 
affinity in Biblical language. We find this to 
be so. In Peter's vision of the great sheet let 
down from heaven, which enclosed " all manner 
of four-footed beasts of the earth, and wild 
beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the 
air," we have a symbolic representation of the 
non-esteemed religious by the pious. The sym- 
bols represent the uninformed, the unregenerate, 
the ''cleansed" by the propitiatory offering of 
Christ (Acts xi. 9); but the not yet "bom 



54 THE BIBLE PLAN UNFOLDED. 

again," the not " renewed in knowledge," the 
not " renewed in the spirit of their minds," men 
who have not " put off the old man, and put on 
the new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness," the non-reU- 
gious in the estimation of the pious. This idea 
concerning our fellows is conveyed in Job xii. : 
** He that is ready to slip with his feet is as a 
lamp despised in the thought of him that is at 
ease. The tabernacles of robbers prosper, and 
they that provoke God are secure ; into whose 
hand God bringeth abundantly. But ask now 
the beasts, and they shall teach thee ; and the 
fowls of the air, and they shall tell thee ; and 
the fishes of the sea shall declare unto thee." Job 
represents " the chief of the people of the earth 
wandering in a wilderness, groping in the dark," 
and in worse plight than the so-called irreligious, 
from whom some instruction may be gleaned. 
In chap, xxviii. wisdom is extolled, and then 
we learn the irreligious have it not. ** Behold, 
the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom ; and to 
depart from evil is understanding;" and the 
way to this health-giving knowledge, we are 
told, is " kept close from the fowls of the air,' 
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from heathens; it is "a path which no fowl 
knoweth." Trae wisdom is not known to hea- 
thens, but even they can give instruction to 
" the tabernacles," the churches " of robbers." 

The examples are numerous of the employ- 
ment of affiliated symbols derived from " the 
living creature and winged fowl the waters 
brought forth." 

In Jer. ix. is a lamentation over the state of 
Christendom. " Oh that my head were waters, 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might 
weep day and night for the slain of the daughter 
of my people." The prophet represents the 
daughter, the second dispensation, as utterly 
desolate, utterly despoiled of truth ; *' the pastors 
are become brutish," as we are told in the next 
chapter ; " their flocks are scattered," have not 
been kept within Christ's fold ; " the cities of 
Judah are desolate, and a den of dragons." We 
shall learn more of the den of dragons when 
we come to consider the subject of the woman 
and the serpent. Now we have to do with the 
desolation of Christendom as expressed in the 
divine language derived from " the winged 
fowl." " God^s people are all spiritual adul- 
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terers; an assembly of treacherous men who 
bend their tongues like their bows for lies; they 
are not valiant for the truth, they proceed from 
evil to evil, they all walk with slanders," slan- 
dering God ; " they have taught their tongues 
to speak lies, and weary themselves to commit 
iniquity; their habitation is in the midst of 
deceit." And what are the consequences of the 
deceit and the slanders of the pastors become 
brutish, teaching brutal doctrines ? Just what 
has been experienced, and what is yet seen in 
Christendom, the truth repelled, its utterers 
persecuted, Christianity driven into the wilder- 
ness, " a voice of wailing heard out of Zion." 
The voice of truth is stifled. " The mountains 
and the habitations of the wilderness are burned 
up " with propagated lies, so that none valiant 
for the truth " can pass through them ; men 
cannot hear the voice of the cattle; both the 
fowl of the heavens and the beast are fled; they 
are gone. Jerusalem is made into heaps and a 
den of dragons." Such is the portraiture of a 
past and yet existing Christendom, " her people 
have been fed with wormwood, and their drink 
has been water of gall." They have ceased to 
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be "fowl of the heaven," Christians. They 
have been driven away, are ** fowls of the air," 
and become heathens. 

In Jer. vii. is portrayed the first Levitical 
form which Christianity would assume, designed 
by God as suitable to ignorance, but condemned, 
and destined to pass away. The prophet is 
told to " stand in the gate of the Lord's house," 
to place himself in the entrance to the way of 
truth, and to proclaim there this word, and say, 
" Hear the word of the Lord, all ye of Judah," 
of Christ's kingdom, "that enter in at these 
gates to worship the Lord : thus saith the Lord 
of hosts, the Grod of Israel, Amend your ways 
and your doings, and I will cause you to dwell 
in this place. Trust ye not in lying words, 
saying, The^ temple of the Lord, The temple of 
the Lord, The temple of the Lord, are these." 
The condition of Christendom is painted as " a 
den of robbers" polluted with idolatry, includ- 
ing by intercessory prayer the worship of the 
Virgin Mary, styled by the prophet *' the queen 
of heaven." Christians are represented as 
"worse than their fathers," their progenitors, 
the Hebrews, "truth is perished and cut off 
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from their mouth." The " children of Judah," 
Christians, have " built the high places of 
Tophet (betraying), which is in the valley of 
the son of Hinnom (their riches), to bum their 
sons and their daughters in the fire ; which I 
commanded them not, neither came it into my 
heart." Fire is a term used for both truth and 
falsehood, which the text determines. Christ 
came to kindle a fire, to set up the truth; in, 
Isaiah we find it used for falsehood, ''All ye 
that kindle a fire walk in the light of your fire, 
but this ye shall have of mine hand, ye shall lie 
down in sorrow." In the passage from Jere- 
miah the false doctrines of purgatory and eter- 
nal torture are intimated, propagated by the 
clergy church, and made sources of its riches. 
An end to this state of things is pronounced. 
" Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that it shall no more be called Tophet 
(betraying), nor the valley of the son of Hin- 
nom (their riches), but the valley of slaughter : 
for they shall bury in Tophet till there be no 
place. And the carcases of this people shall 
be meat for the fowls of the heaven and for the 
beasts of the earth, and none shall fray them 



THE LIVING CREATURE AND WINGED FOWL. 59 

away." The carcases, the dead, the decaying 
systems, shall be consumed by the fowls of 
heaven (Christians), and the beasts of the earth 
(Papists), and no one shall be able to prevent 
the consumption. 

The poetical idea of the fowls of heaven feed- 
ing on the carcases of decaying systems is found 
in other parts of Scripture. 

Ezek. xxix. announces the dissolution of the 
Papacy and of the clergy church, the whole 
state of things summed up in the word Eoman- 
ism. The symbols employed are, "Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt, and all Egypt." Ezekiel's 
words are, " Son of man, set thy face against 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and prophesy against 
him, and against all Egypt: speak, and say, 
Thus saith the Lord God, Behold, I am against 
thee, Pharaoh, king of Egypt, the great dragon 
that lieth in the midst of his rivers, which hath 
said, My river is mine own, and I have made it 
for myself. But I will put hooks in thy jaws, 
and I will cause the fish of thy rivers to stick 
unto thy scales ; and I will bring thee up out 
of the midst of thy rivers, and all the fish of thy 
rivers shall stick unto thy scales. And I will 
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have thee thrown into the wilderness, thee and 
all the fish of thy rivers : thou shalt fall upon 
the open fields ; thou shalt not be brought toge- 
ther, nor gathered: I have given thee for meat 
to the beasts of the field, and to the fowls of the 
heaven. And all the inhabitants of Egypt shall 
know that I am the Lord, because they have 
been a staff of reed to the house of Israel." 

The idea of a sacrifice and a feast on the car- 
case of a pre-existing system is conveyed by our 
Lord's words, " For wheresoever the carcase is, 
there will the eagles be gathered together" 
(Matt. xxiv. 28). 

The same idea is conveyed in Eev. xix., 
where the marriage supper is announced as 
ready, and where it is said, " Blessed are they 
which are called unto the marriage supper of 
the Lamb. ... Of the faithful and true, whose 
name is called the Word of God, and from 
whose mouth proceeds a sharp sword to smite 
the nations.'^ The invite to the supper is given 
in these words, " And I saw an angel standing 
in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, 
saying to all the fowls that fly in the midst of 
heaven, Come and gather yourselves together 
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unto the supper of the great God ; that ye may 
eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, 
and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh of 
horses, and of them that sit on them, and the 
flesh of men both free and bond, both small and 
great." The invite is to Christians to come 
and consume earth-born opinions. 

We will furnish another instance found in 
Ezek. xxxix. The prophecy concerns " Grog," 
who represents paganism (Gen. x. 2-5). It is 
a prophecy which will take effiect at the close of 
the fourth sectional division of the Bible. At 
that time all nations will be gathered into the 
one fold. At the close of what is popularly 
called the millennium, there will be a struggle 
similar to that we are experiencing. The final 
struggle described in Eev. xx. 7 onward, is the 
same as described in Ezek. xxxix., and we find 
the terms employed are more comprehensive 
than those which refer to the present crisis. 
They are not here " fowls of heaven," nor "fowls 
flying in the midst of heaven," which expres- 
sions limit the spiritual influence to Christen- 
dom, but " every feathered fowl, every beast of 
the field," which includes the heathen of every 
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kind. " And thou, son of man, thus saith the 
Lord God, speak unto every feathered fowl, and 
to every beast of the field. Assemble yourselves 
and come ; gather yourselves on every side to 
my sacrifice that I do sacrifice for you, even a 
great sacrifice upon the mountains of Israel, 
that ye may eat flesh and drink blood. Ye 
shall eat the flesh of the mighty, and drink the 
blood of the princes of the earth, of rams, of 
lambs, and of goats, of bullocks, all of them 
fatlings of Bashan " (of change or in the sleep). 
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VII 

TffE LIVING CREATURE AND BEASTS OF THE 
EARTH THE EARTH BROUGHT FORTH. 




EW words need be employed to show 
the use of the symbols derived from 
this portion of the Genesis narrative. 
They are analogous to those derived 
from " the winged fowls the waters brought 
forth,^ and are often coupled together, as we 
have seen. 

We have had before us examples from several 
prophets, wherein " the fowls of heaven and 
beasts of the earth '* are to feed on the carcase 
of a decaying system. In Zephaniah it is 
otherwise. This prophet views and treats the 
subject in a different manner. He sees it in 
its full destroying character. He presents the 
sacrifice, and touches but very lightly on the 
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invited guests. In his hands it is not so much 
a feast as a destruction ; a day of trouble and of 
anguish. God ** will utterly consume all things 
from off the land, man and beast, the fowls of 
the heaven, and the fishes of the sea, and the 
stumbling-blocks with the wicked." A sacrifice 
is prepared, and the guests are invited, but the 
guests are not, as with other prophets, "the 
fowls of heaven ; " they form from this prophet's 
treatment of the subject a portion of the decay- 
ing carcase. He represents "the whole land" 
of impure Christianity as under the consuming 
power of God, and therefore includes the fowls 
of heaven. " It shall come to pass in the day 
of the Lord's sacrifice that He will punish the 
princes, and the king's children, and all such as 
are clothed with strange appareV* The great 
day of the Lord is " a day of wrath, a day of 
trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and 
desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a 
day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of the 
trumpet and alarm against the fenced cities and 
against the high towers." Other prophets fore- 
told the utter destruction, and furnish much 
detail. Zephaniah, in a few bold touches, pre- 



UYIKG CREATURE AND BEASTS OF EARTH. 65 

sents a comprehensive, inclusive picture. We 
see in it the idolatry of Christendom, the motive 
power to idolatry, the trafficking merchant 
people baying and selling their spiritual wares, 
and so ''the whole land" is decreed to be 
devonred by the fire of God's jealousy, ** for He 
shall make a speedy riddance of all them that 
dwell in the land." We see in the picture " the 
small remnant," as in all the other prophets. 
" Gather yourselves together, yea, gather toge- 
ther, nation not desired; before the decree 
bring forth, before the day pass as the chaff, 
before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon 
you, seek ye the Lord, all ye meek of the 
earth, which have wrought His judgment ; seek 
righteousness, seek meekness : it may be ye shall 
be hid in the day of the Lord's anger." In a 
few brief but bold touches, " the filthy, polluted, 
and oppressing city" stands before us. There 
are '' the beasts ot the nations, the cormorant 
and the bittern, lodging in the upper lintels of 
it" Her princes are seen as " roaring lions ; 
her judges as evening wolves ; her prophets 
light and treacherous persons ; her priests pol- 
luting the sanctuary and doing violence to the 
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law." A little farther on and we behold " the 
nations cut off, the streets waste that none 
passeth by, the cities destroyed, so that there is 
no man, none inhabitant, . , . f or all the earth 
shall be devoured with the fire of Grod's jea- 
lousy." When this is effected, then will Grod 
** turn to the people a pure language, that they 
may all call upon the name of the Lord, to serve 
Him with one consent.*' 

Though the Scriptures show *' the great day 
of the Lord" to be one of contending truth and 
falsehood, and a remnant is in many parts 
recognised battling for the truth, yet the result 
will not be wrought alone with human agency. 
God's government is carried on by higher 
powers, and His goodwill wrought by agencies 
beyond human control, or men would continue 
murderers. There is no doubt that the fearful 
visitation of the nations, when "the mighty 
man shall cry bitterly," is intended to effect a 
change which the mere promulgation of truth 
could not. Think of the deep hold on humanity 
which the roots of selfishness have, and which 
spread out in every direction, and remember 
that none are " so deaf as those who will no 
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hear ; " and then we must confess it impossible 
for truth to obtain the aid of the selfish to 
effect that which to them will appear a self- 
immolation. They would proceed to the end of 
time guided by selfish expedients, putting aside 
the claims of a large-hearted heavenly policy. 
Hence the necessity of " a day of wasteness and 
desolation, a day of trouble and of anguish," to 
compel submission. As in the day of Jacob's 
first trouble, the dissolution of the Hebrew 
polity, so in the day of Jacob's especial trouble, 
the overthrow of an impure Christianity, much, 
very much, of which is not a result of ignorance, 
we may look for fearful judgments, the " time 
of trouble such as never was." When this is 
past, blessed be God, that happy, peaceful time 
so repeatedly promised will be forthcoming. 
" The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the 
leopard shall lie down with the kid ; and the 
calf and the young lion and the fatling toge- 
ther ; and a little child shall lead them. And 
the cow and the bear shall feed ; their young 
ones shall lie down together ; and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox; and the sucking child 
shall'play on the hole of the asp ; and the weaned 
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child shall put his hand on the cockatrice's den. 
They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy 
mountain: for the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea/' The symbols herein employed, derived 
from the beasts of the earth, indicate that men, 
by nature violent and quarrelsome, will be 
influenced by humane, unselfish opinions, and 
become peaceful. 




VIII. 



MAN IN GODS IMAGE, 




E[E idea that Adam, the man, and 
Eve, the woman, were the first pro- 
genitors carnally of the human race^ 
is being discarded from the public 
mind There are just reasons for its entire 
removal. The Bible does not declare it, but 
otherwise, its statements are opposed to the 
idea. 

In the Genesis, it will be observed, when the 
earth brought forth the living creatures, the 
beasts and the cattle, then man was created. 
" So God created man in His own image, in the 
image of Gknl created He him ; mcde and female 
created He them." When God had " made the 
beast of the earth after his kind, and the cattle 
after their kind, and every creeping thing that 
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creepeth upon the earth after his kmd/^ then 
** God created man, male and female, in His 
own image/* The vast creation of animal life 
preceded the creation of man ; nevertheless, beast, 
and cattle, and creeping thing, and man, were 
created in the same day or age, " the sixth day." 
When the whole creation in relation with earth 
was eflfected, " God saw every thing that He had 
made, and behold it was very good : and the 
evening and the morning were the sixth day." 
Each day marked a development beginning in 
obscurity, and bursting forth into light. Man, 
generic man, was a product of the morning, a 
creation in the noontime of the sixth day. As 
yet man is not said to be a living soul. He is 
created in God's image, and becomes afterward 
a living soul by " the breath of life breathed 
into his nostrils " in the seventh day. It is im- 
portant we should mark this distinction, because 
we have to discover in what way the breath 
of life is breathed into man, and by which he 
becomes a living soul. A living soul is not 
raised by natural procreation. When we come 
to consider the woman Eve, we shall find she is 
not the female created on the sixth day, nor the 
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parent of a carnal seed Eve is a spiritual wife 
taken out of generic man, Adam, male and female, 
and religiously wedded to him or them in this our 
day the seventh. Observe how, in the genera- 
tions of Adam (Gen. v.), this distinction is pre- 
served. In the day that " Gk)d created man, in 
the likeness of God made He him ; male and 
female created He them ; and blessed them, and 
called their name (jointly) Adam, in the day 
when they were created." Out of Adam, male 
and female, Eve was taken ; that is, from man's 
being, or out of his framework, or coincidentally 
with his natural instincts was made a religious 
helpmate. The products of the union we shall 
find to be religious. 

Man at his origin was made in the image of 
God. When we look on man in his rude state 
as a savage, it is with difficulty we trace any 
likeness. He is seen to be superior in mental 
capacity to other animals ; he is inferior to many 
in some respects, in physical power and natural 
instincts* In mental capacity he is superior, 
and so according to the fiat he has " dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of 
the air, and over the cattle, and over all the 
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earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creepeth on the eartL" Thus we aee other 
animal life subordinate to human life. Man 
is the lord of creaiioa on earth. In this s^ise 
man is created in the image ol Otod. 

But he is created in Gkxi's image in a higher 
sense. He is endowed with spirit life, even in 
his rude state, though herein ** aUenated from 
the life of God through ignorance " (Eph. L, il, 
iii.,iv.) The primordial state (^ignorance, tanta- 
mount to spiritual death, is recognised through* 
out the Scriptures, and expressed as '' deeping 
in the dust of the earth/' a spiritual deatii-like 
sleep needing to be awakened. Of the spiritual 
death we shall have more to say when we are 
considering the garden of Eden. At present we 
confine our observations to the spirit man in 
God's image. As at first created in the image 
of Grod he was but a shadowy likeness, as yet 
the image not perfected, a further creation was 
needed to complete it. He had to be made a 
quickened spirit (Eph. ii.), and for this pur- 
pose a further creation was necessary. It will 
be observed God finished His work in six days, 
and on '' the seventh He ended His work which 
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He had made; and God blessed the seventh 
day and sanctified it." Now we are told in 
what way Gk>d ends His work and sanctifies 
the seventh day, the day in which we live. 
The natural creation was effected in six days. 
The spiritual creation is being wrought The 
narrative states, '^ Thus the heavens and the 
earth were finished, and all the host of them," 
in six days. Then we have anotiier generation : 
'' These are the generations of the heavens and 
of the earth when they were created, in the day 
that the Lord God made the earth and the 
heavens, and every plant of the field before it 
was in the earth, and every herb of the field be- 
fore it grew ; for the Lord God had not caused 
it to rain upon the earth, and there was not a 
man to till the ground. But there went up a 
mist from the earth, and watered the whole face 
of the ground. And the Lord God formed 
man of the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life ; and man be* 
came a living soul." The natural creation was 
completed, and the narration formed the basis 
for a spiritual creation. The spiritual creation 
we shall find to be in process of formation '' in 
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the day," this our day, wrought out under the 
influence of the Word, or God's Book, or the 
Book of Life, by which the breath of life is 
breathed into man's nostrils, and he becomes a 
living soul. 

The particular expressions which attach to 
the spiritual generations show them to be dis- 
tinct from the natural generations. Mention is 
not made of the several previous day f ormations^ 
but the description is limited to the imagery, 
which supplies language immediately concern- 
ing spiritual instruction : " earth and heaven,** 
relative religious states ; *' plants and herbs," 
religious nourishment ; " rain," religious fertili- 
sation. The Genesis of the six days is a distinct 
Genesis from that of " the day," the seventL 
Observe the contradictions which arise if both 
are read to mean one and the same. 

1. The natural creation was effected in six 
days ; the spiritual creation is in course of for- 
mation in " the day,'' in one day, that in which 
we live, the seventh day, " the ending and the 
resting day." 

2. In the natural creation " the earth brought 
forth the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree 



HAN IN god's image. 75 

yielding fruit after his kind" In the spiritual 
creation " God made the earth and the heavens, 
and every plant of the field before it vxia in the 
earth, and every herb of the field before it 
grew" 

3. In the natural creation were waters in 
abundance, and they were divided and gathered, 
and it therefore rained. In the spiritual crea- 
tion " God had not caused it to rain upon the 
earth." 

4. In the natural creation was man,' male 
and female, to " be fruitful and multiply." In 
the spiritual creation, " there was not a man to 
till the ground." 

How reconcile these contradictions if the two 
statements are taken to mean the same Genesis? 
The fact is they are not the same, and this 
truth is arrived at by observmg and noting the 
after language of the sacred writers. They 
treat the spiritual heavens and earth as in course 
of formation, as imperfect (Jer. iv. 23), as dis- 
solving (Isa. xxxiv.), as being renewed (Ixvi. 
22), and the plants and the herbs as in culture 
to supply spiritual food (Isa. xlii. 15 ; Jer. xii. 
4). Prior to religious instruction no spiritual 
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fertilising rain had fallen, and this explains the 
seeming contradiction. Prior to instruction no 
man could till the spiritual ground. Th^re 
were plenty of men to till the natural ground, 
but no man was capable of tilling the spiritual 
ground ; it needed God's help to enable man to 
do it. The idea of man's inability is expressed 
in similar words by David, as applied propheti- 
cally to the estimation in which Christ woold 
for a time be held : " I am a worm and no 
man; a reproach of men and despised of the 
people." And by Isaiah, when depicting the 
ignorance and desolation of Christendom : " I 
beheld and there was no man; even among 
them, and there was no counsellor, that when I 
asked of them could answer a word. Behold 
they are all vanity : their works are nothing : 
their molten images are wind and confusion." 

Beautiful examples of the use of "rain," 
" dry land," and " the earth and the heavens," 
are found in the 68th Psalm : " Sing unto Gk)d, 
sing praises to His name : extol Him that rideth 
upon the heavens by His name Jah, and rejoice 
before Him. A father of the fatherless, and a 
judge of the widows is God in His holy habita- 
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tion. God setteth the solitary in families. He 
bringeth ont those that are bound with chains : 
but the rebellious dwell in a dry land. Gk)d, 
when Thou wentest forth before Thy people, 
when Thou didst inarch through the wilderness, 
the earth shook, the heavens also dropped at the 
presence of God, even Sinai itself was moved at 
the presence of God, the God of Israel. Thou, 
God, didst send a plentiful rain whereby Thou 
didst confirm Thine inheritance when it %oas 
weary!' It is not only in one or two places 
that the spiritual heavens and earth are thus 
treated, but in many places — in fact, through 
the Bible. They are treated as at first imma- 
ture, as imperfect, as dissolving, as reinstated, 
and then are assured to us '^ new heavens and a 
new earth," wherein righteousness shall dwell. 

The spiritual Genesis began in feebleness : 
" There went up a mist from the earth." We 
have to suppose man uninformed, unenlightened, 
and not a perfected being at first, as taught 
by divines, and as yet no spiritual energisiug 
sliowers supplied to raise him in intelligence; 
and when God began to teach, " there went up 
a mist from the earth and watered the whole 
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face of the (religious) ground." At first it was 
but a mist, not genial showers to enrich. These 
were afterwards supplied from the rivers out of 
Eden. With the mist religious cultivation 
began. The spiritual man began to be deve- 
loped from "the dust of the ground," from 
earth-bom opinions, and in connection with 
these have been conveyed life-giving truths. In 
this way has been breathed into the nostrils of 
men the breath of life, and so they become 
living souls. God's teaching, the Word, the 
Book of Life, gives the breath. When a reani- 
mation of dead bones is foretold, when the 
ignorant at a predicted time are to be instructed, 
we read the inviting words, " Come from the 
four winds, breath, and breathe upon these 
slain, that they may live " (Ezek. xxxvii.) The 
generations of the heavens and of the earth in 
the seventh hallowed day are the spiritual 
heavens and earth on which we have been 
commenting. It is by their aid man becomes 
a living soul, a quickened spirit. Christ, the 
quickening Spirit, said in the parable of the 
rich man (the Jew) and the poor man (the 
Gentile), putting the words into the mouth of 
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Abraham, **If they hear not Moses and the 
prophets, neither will they be persuaded though 
one rose from the dead.'' Moses and the long 
list of prophets are the workmen who have 
formed the spiritual heavens and earth, in which 
are being raised " living souls," men in a per- 
fected " image of God." 




IX. 



THE GARDEN OF EDEN. 




i]HE garden of Eden is hmnanily nnder 
spiritual culture. This idea runs 
through the Bibla We have an 
early intimation of this trath in 
Deuteronomy. It is covertly expressed by 
Moses : " For the land, whither thou goest in 
to possess it, is not as the land of Egypt, from 
whence ye came out, where thou sowedst thy 
seed, and wateredst it with thy foot, as a garden 
of herbs : but the land, whither ye go to possess 
it, is a land of hills and valleys, and drinketh 
woJUfT of the rain of heaven ; a land which the 
Lord thy Grod careth for ; the eyes of the Lord 
thy God are always upon it, from the banning 
of the year even unto the end of the year*' 
(Dent, xl) The idea gathers strength as in- 
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struction proceeds. In the Psalms we read, 
*^ The trees of the Lord are full of sap ; the 
cedars of Lebanon which He hath planted." 
In Isaiah, '* So shall my word be that goeth 
forth ont of my mouth : it shall not return unto 
me void, but it shall accomplish that which I 
please, and it shall prosper in the thing where- 
unto I sent it For ye shall go out with joy, 
and be led forth with peace : the mountains 
and the hills shall break forth before you into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap 
their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come 
up the fir-tree, and instead of the brier shall 
come up the myrtle-tree : and it shall be to the 
Lord for a name, for an everlasting sign, which 
shall not be cut off" (Isa. Iv. 11-13). The 
parable of " the field in which good seed was 
sown and an enemy came and sowed tares,'' 
conveys the idea. In the prophecies of Ezekiel 
■(xxviiL, xxxi., xxxvi.) the idea is enlarged and 
fully conveyed. Under the figure of Tyrus is 
presented the traflScking clergy church. From 
the 28th to the 37th chapter are predictions 
concerning the spiritual trafficking, the conse- 
quent desolation, the resolution to put down the 
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trafficking, and restore the land to spiritual 
fertility. Affiliated symbols are employed to 
give expression to several prophecies contained 
in these chapters. For our present purpose we 
quote the symbolic language in connection with 
the garden of Eden : '^ Son of man, take up a 
lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say 
unto him, Thus saith the Lord God: Thou 
sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect 
in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden, the garden 
of God ; every precious stone was thy covering, 
the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, 
the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the 
emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold" (the 
breastplate of Aaron furnishes stones for sym- 
bols, Ex. xxviii.) : " the workmanship of thy 
tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee 
in the day that thou wast created. Thou art 
the anointed cherub that covereth ; and I have 
set thee so : thou wast upon the holy mountain 
of God ; thou hast walked up and down in the 
midst of the stones of fire " (truth). ** Thou 
wast perfect in thy ways from the day" (Christ's 
first advent) "that thou wast created, till 
iniquity was found in thee. By the multitude 
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of thy merchandise they have filled the midst 
of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: 
therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the 
mountain of Gtod : and I will destroy thee, 
covering chei*ub, from the midst of the stones of 
fire." The 31st chapter is filled with imagery 
in relation to the garden of Eden. The Papacy 
is described under the symbols, " Pharaoh, king 
of Egypt, and his multitudes," and it is likened 
in its greatness to the " Assyrian, a cedar in 
Lebanon with fair branches, and with a shadow- 
ing shroud, and of an high stature, . • • the 
waters made him great, the deep set him on 
high, with her rivers running round about 
his plants, and sent out her little rivers unto 
all the trees of the field, and his boughs were 
multiplied ; . . . all the fowls of heaven made 
their nests in his boughs, and under his 
branches did all the beasts of the field brins: 
forth their young, and under his shadow dwelt 
all great nations. ... To whom art thou thus 
like in glory and in greatness among the trees 
of Eden ? Yet shalt thou be brought down with 
the trees of Eden unto the nether parts of the 
earth : thou shalt lie in the midst of the uncir- 



84 THB BIBLE PLAN UNFOLDED. 

• 

cumcised, with them that be slain with the 
fiword. This is Pharaoh, and all his multitude, 
saith the Lord God." When the change decreed 
is effected we have* the following promises in the 
36th chapter : " Thus saith the Lord Grod : In 
the day that I shall have cleansed you from all 
your iniquities, I will also cause you to dwell in 
the cities, and the wastes shall be builded. And 
the desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay 
desolate in the sight of all that passed by. And 
they shall say, This land that was desolate is 
become like the garden of Eden ; and the waste 
and desolate and ruined cities are become 
fenced, and are inhabited. Then the heathen 
that are left round about you shall know that I 
the Lord build the ruined places, and plant that 
that was desolate : I the Lord have spoken it, 
and I will do it." 

The current popular opinions about a local 
garden of Eden, and perfected men, not subject 
to mortal death, placed in it, should be dis- 
countenanced as false. It has been said before, 
and I repeat it, The Bible is not history; it 
contains, comparatively, but little history ; the 
greater part is prophecy, conveyed in a symbol 
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langaage. The garden of Eden is hnmanity 
under spiritual culture, as St Paul asserts in his 
address to the Corinthians: "Ye are Grod's 
husbandry." The garden is said to have been 
planted eastward, because instruction began 
there. " Out of the ground made the Lord Grod 
to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight 
and good for food." And, with one exception, 
" of the fruit of every tree man may freely eat.'* 
Man is to toil in the garden, to dress it, and 
to keep it under God's supervision. Opinions 
which advance man's intelligence and spiritual 
state, he may freely enjoy. There are some 
opinions unfavourable to his spuitual progress, 
and we are told what they are. There are two 
trees in " the midst of the garden, the tree of 
life, and the tree of good and evil." The tree 
of life is Christ, the Word, the true Bible teach- 
ing ; the tree of good and evil is the teaching 
which admits the Word, but mingles with it 
human conceits, begetting sacramental, sacer- 
dotal, ritualistic, idolatrous teaching. The fruit 
of the first gives spiritual life ; that of the last 
results in spiritual death. 

The death declared as a consequence of eat- 
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ing of the fruit of the tree of good and evil is 
not mortal death. Man has been always sub- 
ject to mortal death. Beyond other animals 
man has a soul which is incipiently dead or 
alive ; if in non-fellowship with God it is dead, 
" alienated from the life of God ;" if in fellow- 
ship, it is alive. To be in fellowship requires a 
simple, but full confiding faith, as that of Abra- 
ham, the " perfect faith which casteth out fear." 
This does not consist with sacrificial worship, 
which implies fear, and is performed to conci- 
liate ; worship of this kind is incapable of effect- 
ing true fellowship. Scripture sin and death 
are explained by St Paul (Eom. v.) He writes, 
" Sin is not imputed where there is no law. Never- 
theless death reigned from Adam to Moses, even 
over them who had not sinned after the similitude 
of Adam's transgression." St Paul marks two 
distinctive states of spiritual death, one prior to 
Moses in the absence of instruction, and one in 
relation to Moses when instruction was given. 
He connects the instructed Adam with the last 
condition in these words, " Who is the figure of 
Him that is to come." Prior to Moses no law 
was given to man ; men were left to their natural 



THE GABDEN OF EDEN. 87 

instincts, and in this state sin was not imputed, 
because divine laws for moral restraint and 
spiritual enUghtenment had not been given. 
** Alienated from God through ignorance/' men 
sinned, but sin was not imputed. They sinned, 
but not "after the similitude of Adam's trans^ 
gression." He sinned after instruction had been 
given, and violated a given law, and sin there- 
fore was imputed. When the law, written on 
two tables of stone, was given, and men were 
instructed to pursue a religious course, then, if 
not rightly pursued, sin was imputed. The 
ancients before this time did not sin as did 
Adam. Adam, ignorant and wilful, not con- 
tented with a way pointed out to " the tree of 
life," chose for himself paths which led the way 
to " the tree of good and. evil." In plain words 
he misunderstood and perverted the truth. 
When the decalogue was given, it was accom- 
panied by imposed religious ceremonials, which 
themselves did not give spiritual life, they were 
for a time aids to its attainment. Only when 
the second Adam, the Lord from heaven, came, 
was true spiritual life given to man. St Paul 
instructs in this (2 Cor. iii.) He says, " The 
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]etter kflleth, but {he Spirit giveth Ufa" He- 
braism was a 8dKX)liDa8ter, the Hebrews were 
poinls ; and, as with all jnyenileSy were ocm- 
tinnaUy erring. Nerertheless it was a glorioos 
ministration. This is beantifolly expressed by 
Paul : '* Bat it the minisiraiiono/death, writtei 
and engraven in shmes, was glorious, so that the 
children of Israd could not steadfastly behold 
the face of Moses for the glory of his coun- 
tenance ; which glory was to be done away ; 
how shall not the ministration of the Spirit be 
rather glorious ?" Life is found only in fellow- 
ship with the Parent of life; death remains 
when feUowship is sought through sacramental 
aid& Thus it is, death and life are treated by 
the sacred writers ; and so among the Hebrew 
prophets, and in the New Testament, are found 
so many expressions setting forth the contrasted 
states of the soul, modified to meet its vary- 
ing conditions. " Death and hell " are terms 
repeatedly found connected. Hell represents 
heathenismi and death is an accompaniment of 
it. Solomon, contrasting wisdom and folly, 
says of one pursuing after folly, ** He knoweth 
not that the dead are there ; and that her guests 
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are in the depths of helL" It is in this sense 
death and hell are used at the close of the 
Scriptures^ where it is said, " Death and hell 
were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second deatL" Until " the first resurrection," 
Christians and pagans are considered dead. On 
the revival of true Christianity Christians live. 
" This is the first resurrection." The " rest of 
the dead " (pagans) " lived not again until the 
thousand years were finished." At the expira- 
tion of the millennium, " death and hell will be 
cast into the lake of fire," the expansion and 
extension of truth. Bead by this light the 38th 
and 39th chapters of Ezekiel, and compare with 
Eev. XX. 7-15, and observe how intelligently 
they open out to the attentive mind. 

The " Gog, the land of Magog " of Ezekiel, 
are sjmibols to express the same ideas as " the 
sea, and death, and hell" of the Eevelation. 
They each' refer to heathenism, which, at the 
time predicted by the prophets, the expiration 
of the coming millennium, shall, during the 
first two or three centuries of the eighth mille- 
nary, be overcome by the power of Christianity. 
The doctrines of Christ will have attained such 
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influence as to sweep away from the face of the 
earth all heathen opinions. " There shall be 
no more sea/' no more heathens. At this time, 
" all shall know the Lord from the least to the 
greatest" The serpent's head will be bruised. 
" The first heaven and the first earth will have 
passed away," and " the new heaven and new 
earth " wherein " dwelleth righteousness " will 
be established. The generations of the heaven 
and of the earth of Gen. ii. 4 will be completed. 
The prophecies will be all fulfilled, " death and 
hell cast into the lake of fire," ignorance sub- 
merged in the depths, and the esitension of truth. 
In previous publications it has been shown 
that "fire" is a symbol employed to express 
religious opinion, true or false, which is deter- 
mined by the context This is in conformity to 
the constructive principles of the Bible. In the 
Mosaic economy, the sin-ofiering was consumed 
by fire, which was a type, and became a symbol 
to express the consumption of falsehood by the 
prevalence of truth. The fire kept constantly 
alive on the altar of burnt-oflfering in the He- 
brew temple, was an emblem suggestive of an 
enduring attention to ttie -pio^^^^XKsycL ol tcvith. 



THE GARDEN OF EDEN. 91 

If we read the declaration, ** And death and hell 
were cast into the lake of fire/' in the light now 
presented, how beautifully and harmoniously 
does it accord with the Bible teaching 1 God 
is truly love. Christ's abnegation of self and 
propitiatory offering become intelligible, and not 
forced into a mystic sin-oflFering by the shocking 
and defaming sentiment of an irascible perpetual 
torture. If the declaration in Revelation be 
read with the mind influenced by depraved 
opinions, how utterly absurd is the statement, 
taken literally, that " hell," a supposed place of 
eternal fire, " should be cast into a lake of fire." 
How different is the whole passage when rightly 
interpreted. Priestcraft in Christendom attained 
its influence in the terror inspired by the pro- 
pagation of the doctrine of eternal torture (Kev. 
ix.) The 21st chapter proclaims the removal 
of this brutalising doctrine. On its removal 
succeeds " the first resurrection," a life-giving 
character to a previously dead Christianity. 
" The rest of the dead " (heathens) " lived not 
again until the thousand years were finished." 
When the thousand years are expired old opi- 
nions will acquire force, heathexAsoi '^^Xk. Vk<^ 
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active, and seek to overpower Christianity. 
" Gog and Magog will gather themselves toge- 
ther, the number of whom is as the sand of the 
sea, and they will go up on the breadth of the 
earth, and compass the camp of the saints about, 
and the beloved city." Christians at this time 
will have been Uving a long period in peace. 
" An evil thought will come into the minds of 
heathens, and they will go up to the land of 
unwalled villages, to them that are at rest, that 
dwell safely without walls, and having neither 
bars nor gates," thinking to despoil the Chris- 
tians (Ezek. xxxviii.) At this time " the great 
white throne " of purity will be set up, the truth 
propagated with fervour, and " all not written 
in the Book of Life " — that is, not taught in and 
influenced by it — " will be cast into the lake of 
fire " — that is, instructed in divine truth. This 
teaching will occupy " seven months," which, 
according with the year-day theory, and the 
course of prophecy, will be two hundred and ten 
years. During this time "men of continual 
employment," spiritual instructors, men spe- 
cially engaged, but not reverends and right 
reverends, will " pass through the land to cleanse 
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it," to " bnry the dead," or, in other words, to 
" cast death and hell into the lake of fire." The 
work of our day is to restore a true Christianity, 
the means to effect a " first resurrection." 

Original sin, supposed to have arisen from 
the disobedience of Adam and Eve, has been 
misconceived, and, as with every misconception, 
has carried in its train many false notions. The 
command to them is a command to us. We 
may freely partake of the fruit of every tree in 
the garden, philosophy and true religion may 
each present their offerings and be accepted, 
but with true religion must not be mixed up 
the evil so frequently accompanying it This is 
the enemy which has sown the tares. True 
religion, undefiled, must be the succour and 
stay of our being. Divines commit a great 
error when they teach that all nature was dis- 
ordered by the disobedience of Adam and Eve. 
This beautiful world is as designed, and is not 
marred by the wily efforts of an antagonist. 
Man has no other than himself as an enemy. 
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THE RIVER OUT OF EDEN. 




HE river out of Eden, conformably to 
the Bible plan, is the stream of in- 
struction which the Bible presents. 
It has its source in Grod's gai-den, in 
humanity. It springs from the divine teaching. 
Its progress can be traced through the Bible, 
and its successive advances are marked by 
Ezekiel. He tells us (chap, xlvii.), "The 
waters issued out from under the threshold" 
(the entrance) *' of the house eastward/' They 
had their source in Abraham's faith, and the 
covenant in relation therewith. Their increas- 
ing volume is shown from the time of Abraham. 
" In a thousand years they were ankle deep, in 
another thousand they were knee deep, in an- 
otber thousand they were \oma d^^^ " m another 
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thousand they will be " risen, waters to swim 
in, a river that could not be passed over/' True 
opinions at this last predicted time, the end of 
the present millenary, will be current. The 
" holy city " discovered to relate to man's 
religious state on earth, describes the purity of 
opinion which obtains, and out of the city from 
" the throne of God and of the Lamb " proceeds 
** the pure river of water of life clear as crystal.** 

The river out of Eden to water the garden 
has not flowed in one channel ; it is said in 
Grenesis, " from thence it was parted, and became 
into four heads." The four heads are four 
principal streams, more or less influenced by 
the divine teaching, into which the main stream 
divided^ and which are to reunite to form one 
noble, glorious river. 

Of the four rivers ** the first is Pison" (chang- 
ing, or doubling, or extension, or multitude), 
" which compasseth the whole land of Havilah " 
(that brings forth), " where there is gold, and 
the gold of that land is good." This river 
fertilises humanity, increases in volume and 
power, and becomes the river of life of the holy 
city, " paved with gold, and in the street ot 
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which, and on either side of the river, is the 
tree of life." 

" The second river is Gihon " (valley of grace, 
or breast, or impetuous), *' the same is it which 
compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia " (black- 
ness, heat, burning). This river symbolises 
paganism. It is contrasted by Job with Pison. 
Wisdom accompanies Pison, and ** the price of 
it is above rubies ; the topaz of Ethiopia shall 
not equal it, neither shall it be valued with pure 
gold." 

"The third river is Hiddikel" (a sharp voice 
or sound), " that is it which goeth toward the 
east of Assyria" (prisoner, fettered). This 
river represents impure Christianity. It sym- 
bolises the instruction which a Levitical, minis- 
tering, sacrificing priesthood affords. Nineveh 
and Babylon are affiliated terma 

" The fourth river is Euphrates " (that makes 
fruitful or grows). This river represents Mo- 
hammedanism. When Christianity had fallen 
to the worship of many gods, Mohammed- 
anism was raised as a counter-check. This 
had been predicted by Isaiah, Jeremiah, Daniel, 
and St John. The sixth trumpet sound of the 
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Eevelation proclaimed its advent. It has its 
superiority over impure Christianity in the 
worship of one God. 

Each river supplies some spiritual nourish- 
ment. Human opinions under God's guidance 
and control gave rise to the four heads into 
which the river out of Eden became divided. 
The instruction given to the Hebrews spread 
to the surrounding heathen nations, and influ- 
enced their opinions, and these fell ultimately 
into the forms described. 

The sacred writers employ the rivers sym- 
bolically, to designate the four principal forms 
into which religion fell after the divine instruc- 
tion began. Amos, when foretelling the defec- 
tion of Israel, Hebrews and Christians, writes, 
" Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians unto 
me, children of Israel? saith the Lord." 
Zephaniah, when foretelling the ultimate triumph 
of Christianity, proclaims against all opponents, 
** The Lord will be terrible unto them : for He 
shall famish all the gods of the earth, and men 
/shall worship Him, every one from his place, 
even all the isles of the heathen. Ye Ethiopians 
also, ye shall be slain by my sword. And He 
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will stretch out His hand against the north, and 
destroy Assyria ; and will make Nineveh a 
desolation, and dry like a wilderness." David, 
in the 68th Psalm, proclaims the ultimate 
triumph, and says, ** Princes shall come out of 
Egypt ; Ethiopia shall soon stretch out her 
hands unto God." Daniel, in his last vision 
(x., xi., xii.) concerning his own people, whose 
restoration is connected with the overthrow of 
Eomanism, to intimate the connection between 
a false Christianity and the non-juring Hebrews, 
says, " I was by the side of the great river 
Hiddikel." 

Religious opinions, however varied, have been 
more or less influenced by the divine instruction. 
Before the written Word the teaching probably 
began. It began, it may be, in remote time, in 
oral teaching, and some religious system thereby 
formed. It awaited the separating of a people 
from the rest of mankind, and through oral 
teaching and historical tradition, were laid the 
warp and woof on which to imprint the writ- 
ten Word. Then systematic teaching began. 
Then flowed the river out of Eden, which 
became parted into the four heads. Its vary- 
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ing influences the Bible lays before us. Truth, 
uncontaminated trutti, advances by slow steps. 
It has be^n put forth in type and shadow, and 
could only thus make its way through a dense 
mass of ignorance. The vague has had posses- 
sion of men's minds, hence the varied forms of 
religious worship. When uncontaminated truth 
shall have forced its way, and have permeated 
mankind, and " all shall know the Lord," the 
four streams will be gathered into one, and in 
this its collective form will fertilise the garden 
of God, the whole human family. The propriety 
of a concealed or shaded course of teaching is 
put before us by Paul (1 Cor. iii.) : " I have fed 
you with milk, and not with meat : for hitherto 
ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now 
are ye able." Christ also, before His departure, 
said, " I have many things to say unto you, but 
ye cannot bear them yet." St Paul intimates 
the truth, and suggests how error commingles 
therewith: "Now if any man build on this 
foundation gold, silver, precious stones, wood, 
hay, stubble ; every man's work shall be made 
manifest: for the day shall declare it, be- 
cause it shall be revealed by fire ; and the fire 
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shall try every man's work of what sort it is. 
If any man's work abide which he hath built 
thereupon, he shall receive a rewiard. If any 
man's work shall be burned, he shall suflfer loss : 
but he himself shall be saved ; yet so as by fire." 
This short quotation conveys immense intelli- 
gence. It tells us how truth, imperfect opinion, 
and falsehood commingle, and that truth shall 
prevail. Truth shall make manifest '4n that 
day" every man's religious work ** of what sort 
it is." If the work be wood, hay, stubble, it 
will be burned ; if gold, it will remain. In the 
words of our Lord, "Let the tares and the 
wheat remain together until the harvest " (the 
day), " then gather the wheat into the garner, 
and bum up the tares with unquenchable fire." 
Such is the judgment-day of Christendom. 
Christ is sending forth ** His angels" (men) 
" to gather out of His kingdom all things that 
offend." Let men cease to declare an un- 
righteous judgment, vilifying the gracious, lov- 
ing God, our Father. A sentiment of severe 
retributive justice was beneficial in the past, but 
wholly unfitted among Christians in the future. 
God's hand has been regulating the past, it is 
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still guiding His people. Paganism, Romanism, 
Mohammedanism, Christianity, are products of 
God's fruitful mind. Each form of religion has 
its office in the spiritual culture, each imperfect 
form its allotted term ; they will each in order, 
Romanists, Mohammedans, and pagans, become 
Christians ; " for other foundation can no man 
lay than that which is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ, God manifest in the flesh." Until 
the allotted terms are completed, " God taketh 
the wise in their own craftiness." . . . "The 
wisdom of the world is foolishness with God." 







XI. 



THE WOMAN E VE AND THE SERPENT. 




HE woman Eve was the mother, not 
as heretofore supposed of a carnal, 
but, as before stated, of a religious 
seed. Man, male and female, had 
carnally engendered and multiplied prior to 
divine instruction. The command, " Be fruit- 
ful and multiply," had been obeyed. This is 
implied in the declaration of Cain, " I shall be 
a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth : and it 
shall come to pass, that every one that findeth 
me shall slay me." Eve was not a person. She 
represents a spiritual spouse taken out of man, 
derived from man's nature, and given by God 
as a religious helpmate. This idea is conveyed 
through the Scriptures, and is presented under 
several aspects. She is " bone of Adam's bones, 
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and flesh of his flesh." So the Church allied to 
Christ is " bone of His bones, and flesh of His 
flesL" Eve, the first spiritual spouse, partakes 
of all the infirmities of the first Adam. Christ's 
Church, " the members of His body," the true 
Church, partakes of Christ's purity ; and is said 
to be " without spot or blemish, or any such 
thing." 

Hosea's book is especially devoted to the spi- 
ritual espousals, and their results. In some 
respects his prophecies assimilate to those in 
Genesis. When we "come to consider the seed 
of Adam and Eve, we shall find their descend- 
ants, the patriarchs, their sons and daughters, 
to be spiritual begettings, phases of religious 
life. Hosea's prophecies likewise present reli- 
gious phases. 

Hosea (the saviour) begins by telling the 
range of his prophecies, typically expressed by 
" the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Heze- 
kiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jere- 
boam, the son of Joash, king of Israel," whose 
reigns foreshadowed phases of Christianity. 
Having shown the range of his prophecies, he 
writes, " The beginning of the word of the Lord 
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by Hosea," intimating thereby that his prophe- 
cies have their origin in Christ's espousals. It 
is significant that Hosea is called '* the son of 
Beeri " (wells) — that is, he is begotten of wells, 
from which streams issue to fertilise humanity. 
Hosea is told to take unto him " a wife of 
whoredoms, and children of whoredoms," a spi- 
ritual spouse to beget a spiritual seed. " So 
he went and took Gomer (to accomplish) the 
daughter of Diblaim (much strength) ; and she 
conceived, and bare a son. And the Lord said 
unto him. Call his name Jezreel (seed of God) ; 
for yet a little while, and I will avenge the blood 
of Jezreel upon the house of Jehu' (he that is, 
or who exists), and will cause to cease the king- 
dom of the house of Israel (one that wrestleth 
with God). And it shall come to pass at that 
day, that I will break the bow of Israel in the 
valley of Jezreel. And she conceived again, 
and bare a daughter. And God said unto him, 
Call her name Lo-ruhamah (not having obtained 
mercy) : for I will no more have mercy upon 
the house of Israel ; but I will utterly take them 
away. But I will have mercy upon the house 
of Judah (the praise of the Lord), and will save 
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them by the Lord their God, and will not save 
them by bow, nor by sword, nor by battle, by 
horses, nor by horsemen. Now, when she had 
weaned Lo-ruhamah, she conceived, and bare a 
son. Then said God, Call his name Lo-ammi 
(not my people) : for ye are not my people, and 
I will not be your God. Yet the number of the 
children of Israel shall be as the sand of the sea, 
which cannot be measured nor numbered : and 
it shall come to pass, that in the place where it 
was said unto them. Ye are not my people, there 
it shall be said unto them. Ye are the sons of 
the living God. Then shall the children of 
Judah and the children of Israel be gathered 
together, and appoint themselves one head, and 
they shall come up out of the land : for great 
shall be the day of JezreeL" Who does not see the 
prophetical character of this statement ? Just 
so is the statement in Genesis concerning the 
espousals of Adam and Eve and their begettings. 
Hosea, as do the other prophets, in a few bold 
outlines presents a comprehensive picture, and 
afterward fills in the details. He puts before 
us at once a course of action and its results, and 
then shows how th« results are wrought. In 
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Genesis a similarity obtaina Instruction is 
begun by placing man in a garden, in a state of 
innocence. He is innocent, because sin is not 
imputed in the absence of law. In this state, 
though innocent, he is ignorant To instruct 
him a religious helpmate is given him. His 
ignorance is wrought upon by the intelligence 
afforded, being brought into converse with God, 
that he is a spiritual being. He has within 
him a. natural subtilty which suggests to his 
religious tendencies that wisdom will be a result 
of a religious course. Eve, the religious woman, 
partakes of the fruit in the midst of the garden, 
which man's natural subtilty suggests as spi- 
ritually nourishing. She partook thereof, and 
did give to her husband, and he did eat. Thus 
religious man became imbued with good and 
evil. The ultiniate result to flow out of this we 
are immediately told : " The seed of the woman 
shall bruise the serpent's head." Ignorance 
shall be instructed, and subtilty overcome. Two 
seeds are represented as springing out of the 
religious espousals, one whose tendencies are 
divine, the other as human ; one called " the 
sons of God," the other " the sons of men." The 
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two seeds conflict, and the Bible goes on to show 
the spiritual warfare, and the ultimate result in 
the establishment on earth of " the sons of Grod/' 
We will follow Hosea in a few of his predic- 
tions. The second chapter begins with a com- 
mand : " Say ye unto your brethren, Ammi (my 
people) ; and to your sisters, Kuhamah (having ob- 
tained mercy). Plead with your mother, plead ; 
for she is not my wife, neither am I her husband." 
God disowns her on account of her lewdness 
and her idolatries. She has rejected the true 
teaching for that of others, her lovers. "She 
did not know that God gave her corn, and wine, 
and oil, and multiplied her silver and gold, 
which they, her lovers, prepared for Baal" (her 
master, lord, or husband). They turned God's 
gifts to improper purposes. He had prepared 
** flax and wool " to cover her nakedness, as He 
prepared " coats of skins " to cover the naked- 
ness of Adam and Eve. " Now will He discover 
her lewdness in the sight of her lovers, and none 
shall deliver her out of His hand. He will also 
cause all her mirth to cease, her feast-days, her 
new moons, and her sabbaths, and all her solemn 
feasts. And He will destroy her vines and her 



1 
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fig-trees, whereof she hath said, These are my 
rewards that my lovers have given me : and He 
will make them a forest, and the beasts of the 
field shall eat them." The prophet goes on to 
show how she is despoiled, and when : " God will 
allure and bring her into the wilderness, and 
speak comfortably to her ;" as in the Eevelation 
the woman is taken into the wilderness ; and 
Hosea tells us, " Her vineyards are given her 
from thence, and the valley of Achor (trouble) 
for a door of hope : and she shall sing there, as 
in the days of her youth, as in the day when she 
came up out of the land of Egypt. And it shall 
be at that day, saith the Lord, that thou shalt 
call me Ishi, and shalt call me no more BaalL" 
The spiritual wife is separated for a time from 
the world ; she is placed in obscurity, and when 
the time for her reappearance is arrived, she 
calls her husband Ishi (my husband), and no 
more Baali (my idol, master, or lord over me). 
At this time a transfer of affection is made from 
an idol lord of earth to her lawful lord, the God 
in heaven. 

It is important we should understand Hosea's 
prophecies. They not only assure us that Eve 
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was a religious wife, but they foretell a period 
productive of great change, when Ephraim 
(Christianity) shall say, " What have I to do 
any more with idols?" and when "the wise 
shall understand these things, and the prudent 
shall know them." The woman's lewdness is 
discovered to her lovers, and then God despoils 
her of those things in which she delighted, 
" her feast-days, her new moons, and her sab- 
baths, and all her solemn feasts.** When does 
the herein-predicted period arrive ? It is when 
the woman calls her husband Ishi, and not 
Baali. It is important to understand the word 
" Ishi/' not alone in its meaning " my husband," 
as given in the margin, but the reason why the 
prophet uses the word, which is found to be 
because it is the word used for the woman, the 
religious helpmate, given to Adam. Perhaps it 
will be well to furnish the knowledge derived 
from Calmet's Dictionary, found under the head 
Adam : — 

" Adam, earthy^ red^ is usually considered to 
be the name of the first man. , . . It is certain 
the name Adam is given to both sexes." The 
woman Eve is thus described : '' A short time 
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it is " God will sow her unto Him in the earth ; 
and He will have mercy upon her that had not 
obtained mercy ; and He will say to them which 
were not God's people. Thou art my people ; 
and they shall say, Thou art my God." Com- 
pare this with Kev. xix. ; with the prophecies 
of Isaiah (chap, xlvii.) ; with the Lamentations 
of Jeremiah ; with the prophecies of Ezekiel 
(chap, xvi.) ; and not the shadow of a doubt 
should remain that the woman Eve is a religious 
spouse. 

Hosea, in the third chapter, further informs 
us of '* the day '" when the woman is brought 
to her senses, and is betrothed in faithfulness. 
God says, " He bought her to Him for fifteen 
pieces of silver, and for an homer of barley, and 
a half homer of barley.'* Silver and barley are 
symbols for secondary religious opinions. The 
fifteen pieces of silver denote fifteen centuries 
prior to the Keformation ; the homer and half 
homer of barley denote Protestantism which 
follows. This appears an arbitrary decision, 
but there are correspondences which justify it. 
Noah (repose, or rest, or consolation) gives 
birth in 1556 to Shem (name, renown, or who 
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is put or placed), who is the symbol for the 
parent of Protestantism. We shall show pre- 
sently that the descendants of v Adam and Eve 
represent phases of religious life. The centuries 
up to the birth of Shem represent the fifteen 
pieces of silver. Protestantism is divided into 
three periods, which the dimensions of the ark 
•represent, the first of which is the length, 300 
cubits. Another instance of this first period 
of Protestantism is given in Judges vii., when, 
under Gideon (cutting off" iniquity), the three 
hundred men dispersed the Midianites (habit, 
covering). Taking this number as the homer 
of barley, we arrive at 1856 ; adding 150 as the 
half homer, we attain to 2006, when Noah, who 
gives birth to the parent of Protestantism, ex- 
pires. Hosea embraces this period, because the 
full purchase for the pure wife is not conapleted 
till its expiration. 

The prophets declare initiatory movements 
for the destruction of an impure Christianity. 
A severe check is put on Komanism at the 
expiration of the first term of Protestantism, 
and seventy years of desolations are declared to 
overthrow a false form of Christianity, which is 

H 
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expressed by Hosea in the following words: 
" Thou shalt abide for me many days ; thou 
shalt not play the harlot, and thou shalt not be 
for another man: so will I also be for thee. 
For the children of Israel shall abide many 
days without a king, and without a prince, and 
without a sacrifice, and without an image, 
and without an ephod, and without teraphim; 
Afterward shall the children of Israel return, 
and seek the Lord their God, and David their 
king ; and shall fear the Lord and His goodness 
in the latter days." 

The woman, the spouse of man and God, of 
the two Adams — the earthly and the heavenly 
— is presented in the Bible under varying as- 
pects. Her dual character presents her as 
*' adulterous, yet beloved." She is corrupted by 
the subtle serpent, the ingenuity innnan, which 
shapes her course conformably with the measure 
of human enlightenment and human instincts. 
She is guided by God, agreeably with the ad- 
vancing human intelligence, and so much truth 
conveyed as suitable for the time being, Man 
plays his part, God plays His. Man has to 
dress and to keep the garden, and his labours 
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• 

are made mediums to convey truths. Certain 
stages in the culture are reached, when God 
interposes, and not only expresses, but exerts 
His will. This explains all the prophetic teach- 
ing, beginning with the two antagonist seeds — 
the seed of the serpent and the seed of the 
woman — " the serpent's seed," the sons of men, 
retarding the footsteps, checking the advance, 
and "the sons of God," helping forward the 
procession of "truth. 

It is important we should get a right under- 
standing of the serpent, the adversary to man's 
enlightenment. We shall best reach this by 
tracing his footmarks as recorded by the sacred 
writers. They are seen in the murderous oppo- 
sition of Cain. They are found intertwined in 
the religious phases of the patriarchal lives, and 
with those of Abraham's seed. They are . seen 
in Pharaoh's resistance, in the Egyptian bond- 
age, in the wilderness, in the history of the 
Hebrewa These all afford types to express the 
presence of the adversary. The several symbols 
enable the sacred writers to put forth the vary- 
ing phases of opposition set up to retard the 
advancement of truth. Opposition is designed 
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and needful. Job instructs us in this when he 
says of the serpent, the leviathan, " By his nees- 
ings a light doth shine, and his eyes are like 
the eyelids of the morning. Out of his mouth 
go burning lamps, and sparks of fire leap out/' 
The numerous symbols employed by the holy 
penmen to express the phases of opposition to 
the progress of truth are the following : — By 
Job, *' The crooked serpent, the behemoth, the 
leviathan." By David, ''Sathana," the adver- 
sary. By Isaiah, ** Lucifer, the leviathan, the 
piercing serpent, the crooked serpent." By 
Jeremiah, "A den of robbers, the cities of Judah 
made desolate, and a den of dragons." By 
Ezekiel, " Pharaoh, king of Egypt, the great 
dragon that lieth in the midst of his rivers." By 
Daniel, " Belshazzar, Babylon, the little horn of 
the fourth beast from the sea, which makes war 
with the saints." By Hosea, ** The adulterous 
woman seeking her lovers." By Joel, '' The 
liusbandman, the vine-dressers, ministers of the 
altar, the locusts, the canker-worm, the cater- 
pillar, and the palmer-worm." By Amos, 
" King of Bashan." By Obadiah, " The things 
of Esau.". By Jonah, " Nineveh." By Nahum, 
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"The bloody city." By Habakkuk, "The 
Chaldeans." By Zephaniah, " The remnant of 
Baal." By Haggai, " The throne of kingdoms." 
By Zechariah, " The Sathana." By Malachi, 
" The devourer rebuked." By Christ, " Sathan, 
devils, tares," &c. By Paul, " The man of sin." 
By John in his Epistle, *' That wicked one ; " and 
in the Kevelation, " The great red dragon, thp 
beast from the sea, Abaddon, Apollyon, mystery, 
Babylon the great, the mother of harlots, and 
abominations of the earth ; " and finally, " The 
dragon, that old serpent, which is the devil and 
Satan bound," represented here, as by all the 
prophets, overcome by the supremacy of the 
Word, the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

The serpent stands a symbol for the subtle 
ingenuity in man which leads him to trespass. 
In corporate bodies it represents the obliquity 
which misdirects and wrongly influences. It is 
in the latter sense the sacred writers employ the 
symbol with its co-relatives. It is in this sense 
Eve, the woman, the Church, is tempted to take 
of " the fruit of the tree of good and evil," a 
mixed product of immature religion. " The 
tree of life " is pure religion, " the pearl of great 
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price.^uncontaminatedandandefiled. HmnaiiitT 
under culture has heretofore beoi unfitted for 
the reception of pure reli^on, and was tberdore 
placed in probation to be schooled, "a flaming 
«word turning every way to keep the way of the 
tree of life." 

Our Lord said He had '' the keys of hell and 
of death " (Rev. i. 18). We shall understand 
our Lord's meaning if we refer to other instances 
wherein keys are assigned. There are three: 
one to Peter (Matt xvi. 19) ; one to " a star 
fallen from heaven " (Rev. ix. 1) ; and one to 
an angel (Rev. xx. 1). Distinctive meanings 
are conveyed in each instance. " The keys of 
tlie kingdom of heaven'^ were given to Peter 
on bin i)rofes8ion of faith, to intimate that the 
kingdom of heaven on earth in its immature 

* 

form would be built on the promise to Peter of 
a i>owcr '* to bind and to loose." The key to 
the fallen star from heaven (Rev. ix. 1) was to 
** open the bottomless pit," which foreshowed 
the introduction into Christianity of the doctrine 
of eternal torture. " Locusts/' the clergy, are 
described as rising out of the smoke, or darkness, 
which this doctrine would occasion ; and a king, 



THE WOMAN EVE AND THE SERPENT. 119 

the Pope, **the angel of the bottomless pit," 
would reign over them, " whose . name in the 
Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek 
tongue ApoUyon," the destroyer. The key given 
to the angel (Kev. xx. 1), is the power to bind 
and enchain the dragon, the old serpent, the enemy 
that sowed the tares, the destroyer, " and cast 
him into the. bottomless pit." Each of the three 
instances foreshadowed coming events. So also 
the possession of Christ of " the keys of hell and 
of death" foreshadows a poWer to overcome 
heathenism by the transcendent example of His 
willing death for the good of mankind. 




XIL 



THE DESCENDANTS OF ADAM AND E VE. 




S]S Eve is the spiritual or Teligious wife 
of Adam, so the offspring must be 
spiritual or religious. This is so. 
The patriarchs were not living per- 
sons; they represent phases of religious life. 
Each patriarch represents a phase which begins 
with his birth and ends with his death, and the 
sons and daughters of each are adherents of 
each phase. Genesis is not the only portion of 
Scripture where religious begettings are an- 
nounced. They are to be found in the Old and 
Now Testaments. In Ezekiel are announced 
** two women, the daughters of one mother," the 
Eastern and Western Churches, descendants of 
one mother, Christianity; and " they bare sons 
nnd daughters," that is, bred adherents. Paul 
says of his disciples, '' I have begotten you in 
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the Lord." Spiritual sonship explains the 
seeming discrepancies in the two genealogies of 
our Lord. The descendants of Adam and Eve 
are religious begettings of Hebraism and Chris- 
tianity, prophetically announced, and now in 
great.measure historically fulfilled. 

The divine instruction did not begin in patri- 
archal life, in the first two biblical millenaries. 
The narration is apparent history, but in truth is 
a prophetical allegory. It foreshadowed a course 
of religious life, and is as much prophecy as the 
books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and of the 
other prophets. Divine instruction began with 
the life of Abraham, whose faith in Grod enabled 
him to ofier as a sacrifice his only son Isaac, a 
type of the more perfect offering of God's 
Son, the Christ. The Bible teaches how such a 
feith is established in humanity. Step by step, 
beginning with ignorance, and leading upward 
with advancing knowledge, the relationship 
which exists between divine and human life is 
imparted. When man has realised the truth, 
the right faith is implanted, and he has learned 
to know that " not a sparrow falls to the ground" 
without the knowledge of Divine Life ; and so 
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attentive and particularising is the divine go- 
vernment, that " the very hairs of our heads are 
all numbered." When conscious of this, submis- 
sion to God's will and God's providential care 
becomes a mainspring to the development of 
human actions. God sees all things ; man's 
vision is limited. When a command is imposed 
on man, he obeys, because he trusts in Gt)d's 
superior judgment. When Abraham was pro- 
ceeding to sacrifice his son, Isaac asked his 
father, with the utmost simplicity, ** My father, 
behold the fire and the wood, but where is the 
lamb?" The answer to this was, "My son, 
God will provide Himself a lamb for a bumt- 
oflering." The place where this transaction is 
said to have occurred was "called Jehovah- 
jireh," the Lord Jehovah will see to it, will pro- 
vide. To intimate the perpetual remembrance 
of it, the sacred writer informs us, " As it is 
said to this day, in the mount of the Lord it 
shall be seen." In addition to the submission 
which yields to God's superior judgment, is an 
intense love engendered by the "greater love 
which lays down life for friends." Faith and 
love fit men for communion with God. 
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In a former publication, " Keligious Keforma- 
tion Imperatively Demanded," was put forth an 
explanation of the patriarchal lives. I shall 
therefore now very cursorily run through 
them. 

The Hebrew Church was affianced to God, 
and this was foreshown by the birth of Cain, " a 
man gotten from the Lord." He was *' a tiller 
of the ground" — that is, engaged with the 
ceremonial law, an earthly process needful 
as the schoolmaster to lead onward to a higher 
course. 

After Cain, Abel was born. Abel was a 
keeper of sheep. He typified Christ and infant 
Christianity. Abel was killed by Cain — that 
is, Christ and infant Christianity were slain by 

Hebraism. 

The descendants of Cain, the adherents of 
Hebraism, are given in a few words, and the 
subject of Hebraism is dismissed. Lamech 
(poor, made low, who is struck), the last He- 
brew descendant, is made to say to Adah (an 
assembly) and Zillah (shadow) : ** Ye wives of 
Lamech, hearken unto my speech: for I have 
slain a man to my wounding, and a young man 
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to my hurt." At the time herein predicted, the 
Hebrews discover that the Mosaic dispensation 
was temporary, and intended to pass away to 
give place to Christianity. They then acknow- 
ledge that the rejection of Christ was to their 
own hurt, and that it occasioned them ''the 
weeping and gnashing of teeth " which our Lord 
foretold (Matt. viii. 12). 

Having thus comprehensively and summarily 
dealt with the Hebrew Church, the sacred writer 
begins to put forth the course of Christianity 
after the death of its infantile form. " This is 
the book of the generations of Adam." A new 
seed to supply the place of that destroyed is 
generated. Adam the earthly and Adam the 
heavenly conjointly beget the new seed. The 
woman Eve bare a son, and called his name Seth 
(put or who puts), "for God, saith she, hath 
appointed me another seed instead of AbeL" 
Then is prefigured under symbolical patriarchal 
lives the successive phases of an advancing but 
corrupted Christianity. The age in which 
Christianity was introduced was not ripe to re- 
ceive it in its purity. It had to commingle with 
the prevailing opinions of the day. The course 
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it was to take is predictively shown, and is now 
become matter of history. Each patriarch pre- 
sents a phase begotten at the birth of each, and 
" the sons and daughters " of each are adherents 
of the several phases. The phases are suffi- 
ciently marked in Church history to be traced 
by a diligent search. 

Adam begat Seth when he was 130 years old. 
We will begin with the birth of Seth, and tabu- 
late the commencement and the end of each 
phase. 
A.D. 130, — Seth (put or who puts). Seth lived 

912 years, and the form of Chris- 
tianity represented by Seth lasted 
till A.D. 1042. Seth at 105 years 
of age begat, 
„ 235, — Enos (fallen man, subject to all 
kind of evil in soul and body). 
**Men then began to call upon the 
name of the Lord." Christianity 
began to displace paganism. 
This dawn of imperfect religion 
lasted till a.d. 1140. Enos at 
90 begat, 
„ 325, — Oainan (possessor or purchaser, or 
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builder of a nest). It was at this 
time the Koman Government 
began to receive Christianity. 
Cainan lived 910 years, and the 
phase introducted lasted till a.d. 
1235. Cainan at 70 begat, 
A.D. 395, — Mahalaleel (he that praises God, 

or illumination of God) lived 
895 years, and this phase lasted 
till A.D. 1290. Mahalaleel at 65 
begat, 

„ 460, — Jared (he that descends, or he that 
rules or commands) lived 962 
years, and this phase lasted till 
A.D. 1422. Jared at 162 begat, 

„ 622, — Enoch (dedicated, or disciplined, 
or well regulated) lived 365 
years, and this phase lasted till 
A.D. 987. *' And Enoch walked 
with God, and he was not, for 
God took him." To understand 
this translation, this withdrawal 
of the truth from the earth, refer 
to Kev. xii., where it is declared 
" the child" of the woman " was 



THE DESCENDANTS OF ADAM AND EVE. 127 

caught up unto God and to His 
throne/' Enoch at 65 begat, 
A.D. 687, — Methusaleh (he has sent his death) 

lived 969 years, and this phase 
lasted till a.d. 1656, which is 
the time Noah entered the ark. 
Methusaleh at 187 begat, 

„ 874, — Lamech (poor, made low, who is 
struck) lived 777 years, and this 
phase lasted till A.D. 1651. La- 
mech at 182 begat, 

„ 1056, — ^Noah (repose, or rest, or consola- 
tion). " This same shall comfort 
us concerning our work, and toil 
of our hands." Noah is the pre- 
cursor of Protestantism. He 
lived 950 years, and this phase 
will last till A.D. 2006. Noah 
at 500 begat, 

„ 1556, — Shem (renown, or who is put or 
placed). Ham (hot, heat, or 
brown),* and Japheth (he that 
persuades, or extends, or hand- 
some). " To these were born sons 
after the flood." 
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In accordance with the Bible structure, the 
flood represents the spread of unrighteous opi- 
nions. The ark, as a means of salvation, repre- 
sents Protestantism. It is divided into four 
periods. The length 300 cubits, reckoning from 
1556, is the first period, which reaches 1856 ; 
the breadth 60 cubits, the second period, reaches 
to 1906 ; the height 30 cubits, the third period, 
reaches to 1936 ; and the window above, one cubit, 
reaches to 1937. At this time the seventy years 
of desolations on which we have entered will have 
expired. It will be observed that " the waters 
prevailed exceedingly upon the earth ; and all 
the high hills that were under the whole heaven 
were covered. Fifteen cubits upward did the 
waters prevail, and the mountains were covered." 
The fifteen cubits and upwards stand for fifteen 
centuries and over. " The high hills " and the 
*' mountains " stand for the National Churches. 
Why the " fifteen cubits " stand for fifteen cen- 
turies, and the dimensions of the ark in cubits 
stand for years, it is difiicult to say. The in- 
determined length of the ** cubit," the " day," 
and other sacred measures, can be understood 
only when the purposed obscurity over them is 
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removed. There are rules for their estimation, 
and an earnest study may ' help to guide to a 
right knowledge, but they are shrouded, and 
complex, and veiled in spiritual teaching. Pro- 
phecy awaits the ** day-dawn ... no prophecy 
of the Scripture is of any private interpretation." 
The Hebrews call the cubit ^^ Amma — the 
mother of other measures," * and which so far 
explains the use of the cubit in the sacred 
writings. 

The descendants of Japheth and Ham repre- 
sent the state of mankind after Protestantism 
begins to influence humanity. The descendants 
of Shem carry on the progressing Protestantism. 
Noah and his sons enter the ark in ** the side 
thereof" when "Noah was six hundred years 
old"— that is, in 1656. Then Shem was 100 
years old, and begat, 
A.D. 1656, — Arphaxad (one that heals or that 

releases), who lived 438 years, 
and this phase of Protestantism 
will last to 2094. Arphaxad at 
35 begat, 
„ 1691, — Saleh (mission, sending, or 

* " Calmet's Dictionary." 
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branches) lived 433 years, and 
this missionary phase will expire 
or die out in 2124. Saleh at 30 
begat, 
A.D. 1721, — Eber (one that passes, or a pas- 
sage, or anger) lived 464 years, 
and this phase will expire in 
2185. Eber at 34 begat, 

„ 1755, — Peleg (division) lived 239 years, 
and this phase will expire in 
1994. Peleg at 30 begat, 

„ 1785, — Keu (his friend, his shepherd) lived 
239 years, and this phase will 
last till 2024. Keu at 32 be- 
gat, 

„ 1817, — Serug (branch, layer, or twining) 
lived 230 years, and this phase 
will expire in 2047. Serug at 
30 begat, 

„ 1847, — Nahor (hoarse, dry, hot, angry) 
lived 148 years, and this phase 
will expire in 1995. Nahor at 
29 begat, or rather will beget, 

„ 1876, — Terah (to breathe, to scent, to 
blow) lived 205 years, and this 
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phase will expire in 2081. Terah 

at 70 begat, 
A.D. 1946, — Abram (a high father, the father 

of elevation). With Abram and 

his descendants begin a new set 

of types. 
It will be observed, the several phases of 
Protestantism expire at the close of the next 
century, or the beginning of the next millen- 
nium. The gradual advances in knowledge, the 
successive opinions which spring up, each giving 
rise to new opinions, present a course conform- 
able to experience. Progress, is made step by 
step in nature and art ; religion and civilisation 
are not exceptions. A false Christianity is to 
be "thrown down with violence like a great 
millstone cast into the sea," and its overthrow 
be sudden ; but the final extinction of priestcraft 
will be wrought by the spread of truth, which is 
necessarily slow, though now infinitely more 
rapid than formerly. " The millstone cast into 
the sea" is the grinding power of the Bible over 
heathenism, the influence of " the stone set at 
naught by the ignorant builders," " the hail out 
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of heaven every stone about the weight of a 
talent/' 

A few remarks upon the descendants of Noah 
are needful. We find it said, '' These are the 
families of the sons of Noah after their genera- 
tions in their nations; and by these were the 
nations divided in the earth after the flood." 
The narration gives the descendants of the sons 
of Noah, Shem, Ham, and Japheth. The three 
sons are born in the same year, 1556, and each 
is the parent of a religious aspect after the flood. 
" Noah began to be a husbandman, and planted 
a vineyard,"— that is, began a new religious 
teaching, of which he partook, — and "was 
drunken, and was uncovered within his tent. 
And Ham, the father of Canaan " (merchant, a 
trader), " saw the nakedness of his father, and 
told his two brethren without. ^^ The two breth- 
ren, Japheth and Shem, covered their father's 
nakedness, and when he awoke, he said, " Cursed 
be Canaan ; a servant of servants shall he be 
unto his brethren. And he said, Blessed be the 
Lord God of Shem : and Canaan shall be his 
servant. God shall enlarge Japheth, and he 
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shall dwell in the tents of Shem ; and Canaan 
shall be his servant." In furtherance of this 
prediction the sons of Japheth are given, by 
whom " the isles of the Gentiles are divided in 
their lands, every one after his tongue, after 
their families, in their nations.*' The descend- 
ants of Japheth are the pagans instructed in 
Christianity since the Eeformation, and thus 
God has " enlarged Japheth." The sons of Ham 
are then given, and they represent Eomanism 
— " the beginning of this kingdom was Babel," 
in which was begat Nimrod (rebellious, or sleep 
of descent, or of him that rules), " the mighty 
hunter before the Lord." Ham begets ** Canaan,^' 
the trader or religious trafficker, and Canaan is 
becoming the servant of Shem. Then is given 
the descendants of Shem, through whom Pro- 
testantism conveys the life-blood of Christianity. 
Each begettings of the three sons are said to be 
** after their families, after their tongues, in their 
lands, after their nations." 

Having given this description of mankind 
" after the flood," the sacred writer returns to 
the state of Christianity prior to the Keforma- 
tion, and says, " The whole earth was . of one 
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language and of one speecK" The seeming 
discrepancy between this and the preceding 
statement of '* niany tongues " was one of the 
blocks over which Dr Colenso stumbled. The 
explanation is, that prior to the Beformatibn a 
uniformity in superstitious idolatry had posses- 
sion of Christendom. When the Keformation 
began, the previous religious sameness was 
broken up; the Genesis narrative tells us in 
what way — namely, through the begettings of 
Shem, " the father of all the children of Eber." 
Eber was begat in 1721, when great diversions 
from one speech were being made. Shortly 
after, the Wesleys and others were instruments 
to effect disruptions. Eber begat two sons, 
*'Peleg" (division) and " Joxtan" (small, dis- 
gust, weariness, or dispute, contention). The 
progress of the Keformation is shown, as before 
described, which leads to a pure faith, as that of 
Abraham, which shall ultimately spread over* 
the whole earth. 

Before we leave the first Bible period of 2000 
years, let us observe the skill shown to glide, as 
it were, out of the first divisional period into the 
second, A new order of religious and political 



THE DESCENDANTS OF ADAM AND EVE. 135 

life is introduced in 1876, the birth period of 
Terah ; and this is begun by the words, " These 
are the generations of Terah." Terah at 70 — 
that is, in 1946 — ^begets Abram (a father of 
elevation), Nahor (hoarse, dry, hot, angry), and 
Haran (mountainous country, or which is en- 
closed) — that is, in 1946 will be presented 
modified forms of sectarianism. The promised 
child of Abraham will not be bom till 2046, 
when Abraham is 100 years old. Haran dies 
before his father Terah in the land of his nativity 
in Ur (fire or light) of the Chaldees (robbers). 
Terah dies in the land of Haran at 205, or in 
2081. Before this time National Churches will 
be extinct; the religious phase which Haran 
symbolises will die out before that of Terah. 
We are told Abram and Nahor took them wives ; 
the name of Abram's wife was Sarai (my lady, 
my princess), and the name of Nahor's wife 
Milcah (queen), the daughter of Haran, the 
father of Milcah, and the father of Iscah (he 
that anoints, or covers, or protects). "Sarai 
was barren ; she had no child." The birth of 
her child, the child of promise afterward to be 
given, awaited the expiration of the first biblical 
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2000 years. The child of promise was anti- 
typically born in accordance with the Hebrew 
type in a.d. 46, and will be again in a.d. 2046 
— that is, in 46 of the millennium. 




XIII. 



ABRAM AND HIS DESCENDANTS, 




HE lives of Abram and his descendants 
furnish another set of types, and a 
series of prophecies. The first bib- 
lical section of 2000 years through 
which we have gone present predictively the 
skeleton of Christianity. The second, on which 
we are about to enter, the Abrahamic or Hebrew 
section of 2000 years, clothes prophetically the 
Christian skeleton with flesh and blood. The 
third section, the Christian 2000 years, fulfils 
the prophecies found in the preceding sections — 
pure Christianity is set up toward the close of 
this section, and becomes an established vitalised 
body at the commencement of the millennium. 
The millennium, the elevated condition of 
Christianity, will operate in course of time on 
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Mohammedanism and heathenism ; Moham- 
medanism will be wasted away toward the close 
of the millennium, at its expiration (Rev. xx. 
7), a struggle between truth and falsehood will 
recur; and in two or three centuries afterward 
the land will be cleansed (Ezek. xxxviii. and 
xxxix.), when " the sea," Paganism, " will give 
up the dead in it;" then "the first heaven 
and the first earth ' • will have passed away, and 
there will be " no more sea " (Eev. xx. and xxi.) 
Herein is comprised the full purport of the Bible, 
to which every part is subservient. 

To begin with the second series of prophecy, 
we have to take up the Bible chronology with 
the life of Abram. Before we do so, some re- 
marks are needful. 

Terah (to breathe), the father of Abram, is 
chronologically, or rather predictively, born in 
1876. In A.D. 1876, the Christian phase will 
present itself the forerunner of the phases which 
Terah's sons will present begotten when Terah 
is 70 years old. When Terah's sons are born 
in 1946, we shall have passed through the 
seventy desolating Christian years which the 
prophets have foretold. A new state of Chris- 



ABRAM AND HIS DESCENDANTS. 139 

tian life will then have been wrought ; but it 
will not be a perfected state, it will be com- 
mixed, some religious falsehood still lingering 
in it. In 1946 will be presented the mixed 
religious condition, which Terah's three sons, 
then to be religiously born, will respectively 
show. Abram, the father of elevation, through 
whom and whence the true teaching flows, will 
present one aspect ; Nahor, the contentious, will 
present another ; Haran, the enclosed country 
or sectarianism, will present another. The 
truth will have to do battle for pre-eminence. 
Present religious opinions, modified, will be 
struggling for existence. We have to remember 
that prophecy concerns all mankind. And we 
have to remember that truth advances by per- 
meation. It springs up in a spot and circulates 
by radiation and extension. Christianity, as 
understood in its present diverse forms, has to 
return to infancy to be rebaptized and presented 
pure to Protestantism, to Catholicism or Eo; 
manism, to Sectarianism of many shades, to 
African Christianity, to Chinese Christianity. 
To bring Christians to a common simple faith 
will occupy, after its repromulgation, two or 
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three centuries, as we have seen in the surviving 
Protestant religious phases. 

It will be observed in the Bible narrative that 
there are two Harans ; Haran, the son of Terah, 
and Haran a country. Haran the son dies be- 
fore his father Terah, in the land of his nativity, 
in Ur (fire, or light) of the Chaldees (robbers, 
breasts, or fields). Terah dies in Haran at 205, 
which number added to 1876, the time of his 
birth, reaches 2081, when the Christian phase 
of society, to be introduced in 1876, will die out. 
Haran, the symbol for national churches, will 
expire before Terah. As the national churches 
will be gradually disestablished, the precise 
period of Haran s death is not given. 

Haran, we are told, begat Lot (wrapt up, 
hidden, covered). We are not told when Lot 
was begotten, nor is a stated wife assigned 
Haran. 

** Abram and Nahor took them wives. . . . 
And Terah took Abram, his son ; and Lot the 
son of Haran, his son's son; and Sarai his 
daughter-in-law, his son Abram's wife ; and 
they went forth with them from Ur of the Chal- 
dees, to go into the land of Canaan ; and they 
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came unto Haran and dwelt there." The types 
which follow are carried through the lives of 
Abram and Lot. 

The birth of Terah is a marked epoch, and 
his begettings are therefore chronicled. When 
an important change is to be wrought, emphasis 
is given to the narrative by the introduction of 
the words, " Now these are the generations." It 
is so in Gen. ii. 4 ; Gen. v. 1 ; Gen. vi. 9 ; Gen. 
XL 10 ; and here likewise : " Now these are the 
generations of Terah." The first generations of 
Terah exhibit phases of Christianity, and then 
is skilfully introduced the Hebrew sectional 
period. 

Abram is commanded by God, to " Get thee 
out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and 
from thy father's house, into a land that I will 
show thee ; and I will make of thee a great 
nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy 
name great ; and thou shalt be a blessing ; and 
I will bless them that bless thee ; and in thee 
shall all families of the earth be blessed. So 
Abram departed as the Lord had spoken ; and 
Lot went with him ; and Abram was seventy 
and five years old when he departed out of 
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Haran." The seventy-five years of Abram's 
life carry to 2021 Bible chronology, to 21 of 
the Hebrew section, having its correspondences 
in A.D. 21, and a.d. 2021. The a.d. 21 presented 
the introduction of Christianity, when "John 
the Baptist preached in the wilderness of Judea, 
saying, Kepent ye : for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand." a.d. 2021 will present the next 
correspondence, when Christianity will have 
deposed national churches, and) freedom have 
been given to the extension of true Christianiiy. 
Prior to the birth of Abram's descendants, 
in whom' originated the Hebrew tj^es, a por- 
traiture is presented of immature Christianity. 
Abram, and Sarai, and Lot go out of Haran 
into the land of Canaan. Abram passes through 
the land unto the plain of Sychem (part, por- 
tion, early in the morning), unto the plain of 
Moreh (doctrine of the Lord). We are told the 
Canaanite (the spiritual trader) was then in the 
land. "And the Lord appeared unto Abram 
and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land : 
and there builded he an altar unto the Lord, 
who appeared unto him. And he reraoved from 
thence into a mountain on the east of Bethel 
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(house of God), and pitched his tent, having 
Bethel on the west, and Hai (the country of the 
Moabites, Mohammedans) on the east; and 
there he called upon the name of | the Lord." 
Abram pitched his tent on a (religious) moun- 
tain in the east, Bethel and Hai. " And Abram 
journeyed, going on still toward the south. And 
there was a (spiritual) famine in the land ; and 
Abram went down into Egypt (binds or straitens) 
to sojourn there." His wife is represented as 
his sister to the king of Egypt. In this form 
she is received by the king, but when he learns 
her wedded character, she is sent away. And 
Abram went up odt of Egypt, and all that he 
had, and Lot with him, into the south. Chris- 
tianity travelled westward and southward, pass- 
ing from the land of Judea into Europe, thence 
to Italy and Africa. Here Abram and Lot 
separated. Lot journeyed east and Abram 
west. Lot, allied to Abram, who we shall find 
to be the parent of Mohammedanism, journeyed 
to the east ; Abram, the father of Christianity, 
journeyed to the west. Abrain dwelt in the 
land of Canaan, and Lot in the cities of the 
plain, and pitched his tent toward Sodom (their 



^ 
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secret, their cement). At this time a promise 
is made to Abram. " I will make thy seed as 
the dost of the earth; so that if a man can 
number the dnst of the earth, then shall thy 
seed be also numbered. Arise, walk through 
the land, in the length of it, and in the breadth 
of it : for I will give it unto thee. Then Abram 
removed his tent and came and dwelt m the 
plain of Mamre (rebellious, or bitter, or that 
changes, that barters, or fat, or elevated), which 
is in Hebron (society, friendship, enchantment), 
and built there an altar unto the Lord." In 
this manner was predicted the passage and pro- 
gress of Christianity in the west — that is, in 
Europe — and its ultimate spread over the earth. 
The sacred writer does not yet introduce the 
Hebrew types. He proceeds to picture the pro- 
gress of Christianity. Under the figure of a war 
between kings a spiritual conflict is described. 
The kings engaged in the conflict represent 
phases of religious life. " All these were joined 
together in the vale of Siddim, which is the salt 
sea," Christianity and heathenism combined. 
"Twelve years," for centuries, '*they served 
Chedorlaomer (a generation of servitude), and 
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in the thirteenth year (century) they rebelled. 
And in the fourteenth came Chedorlaomer, and 
the kings that were with him, and smote the 
Kephaims (giants — in Canon-law-^physicians, 
relaxed) ; the Zuzims (the posts of a door, of 
splendour, of beauty) ; and the Emims (fears of 
terrors). Thus is described predictively, from 
its earliest dawn, the progress of Protestantism, 
which led on to the Eeformation. " And they 
took Lot, Abram's brother's son, who dwelt in 
Sodom (their cement), and his goods, and de- 
parted. And there came one that had escaped 
(Lutheranism), and told Abram the Hebrew ; 
for he dwelt in the plain of Mamre the 
Amorite (bitter, a rebel, a babbler, or prater), 
brother of Eshcol (a bunch of grapes of the 
vine, Christ), and brother of Asser (answer, song, 
affliction of light), and these were confederate 
with Abram. And when Abram heard that his 
brother* was token captive, he armed his trained 

* Just before Lot is called " Abram's brother's son," here 
he is called ** his brother/' He loses his individuality in the 
recital, and becomes a brother in virtue of his descent from 
Shem, the progenitor of Eber, in whom the passage from 
Homanism to Protestantism was effected; aU spiritaally 
descended from Shem through Eber — that is, all who have 

K 
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servants, bom in his own house, 318, and pur- 
sued them unto Dan (judgment)/' The servants 
bom in Abram's house are Protestants, Abram's 
house being derived from Shem. The 318 added 
to 1556, the date of Shem's birth, reach 1874, 
a coming time introductory of great changes. 
Then it is " the horn of the house of Israel will 
bud forth" (Ezek. xxix. 17-21). Abram and 
his servants divided themselves by night against 
his enemies, and smote them, and pursued them 
unto Hobah (love, friendship, or secrecy), which 
is on the left hand of Damascus (a sack full of 
blood, or similitude of the kiss). 

After Abram's return from the slaughter of 
Chedorlaomer, and the kings that were with 
him, "the king of Sodom went out to meet 
Abram at the valley of Shaveh (that puts or 
makes equality), which is the king's dale." 
From 1874 will proceed a course of religious 
and political equality. It is then Melchizedek, 
king of Salem (complete, perfect, or peace), wiU 
bring forth " bread and wine," true nourishment, 
" for he is the priest of the most high God. 

bunt the bonds and trammels of idolatry are brethren of 
Abram, brothers in the Lord. 
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And he will bless, saying, Blessed be Abram of 
the most high God, possessor of heaven and 
earth ; and blessed be the most high God, which 
hath delivered Abram's enemies into his hand. 
And he will give him tithes of all." 

Abram is urged by the king of Sodom to let 
him ** have the persons, and to take the goods 
to himself." The king is only anxious to secure 
adherents, the spiritual spoil he would assign 
to Abram, and Abram rejects it altogether. To 
mark Abram's disassociation with a preceding 
religious state, he is made to say to the king 
of Sodom, " I have lift up mine hand unto the 
Lord, the most high God, the possessor of heaven 
and earth, that I will not take from a thread 
even to a shoe-latchet, and that I will not take 
anything that is thine, lest thou shouldest say, 
I have made Abram rich ; save only that which 
the young men have eaten, and the portion of 
the men which went with me, Asser, Eshcol, and 
Mamre ; let them take their portion." Abram 
rejects altogether preceding religious opinions, 
but he is tolerant to a given extent He 
permits, to those who have sided with him, 
and have helped to carry forward the reformer 
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tion, the possession of their portion of religions 
Donrishment His simple bnt perfected ^th 
rejects it 

The next chapter (G^^l xy.) presents a com- 
prehensiye predictiOD, having r^erenoe to the 
whole of mankind. It begins by presenting a 
picture of Christianity as it presents itself in oar 
day, when '' Chedorlaomer the kings of nations" 
are being despoiled, and doubts hang over the 
ultimate issue. " After these things the word 
of the Lord came unto Abram in a vision, 
saying, Fear not, Abram : I am thy shield, and 
thy exceeding great reward. And Abram said, 
Lord God, what wilt Thou give me, seeing I go 
childless, and the steward of my house is this 
Eliezer of Damascus ? " The steward Eliezer 
(help, or court of my God) is Protestantism as 
it exists, the product of a preceding condition 
for which Damascus (a sack full of blood) stands 
as a symbol. Abram desires to know what the 
Lord will give in lieu of Protestantism. He 
complains and says, " Behold, to me Thou hast 
given no seed : and lo, one bom in my house 
(Eliezer) is mine heir." He is assured that 
Eliezer shall not be his heir, but '^ he that shall 
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come forth of his own bowels shall be his heir." 
The promise of a countless seed is made again, 
and Abram " believed in the Lord, and it was 
counted to him for righteousness. And the 
Lord said unto Abram, I am the Lord that 
brought thee out of Ur (light) of the Chaldees 
(robbers) to give thee this land to inherit it." 
To be assured of this he inquires, " Lord God, 
whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it ? " 
The answer of the Lord God is — 

" Take an heifer of three years old, and a she- 
goat of three years old, and a ram of three years 
old, and a turtle-dove and a young pigeon. And 
he took unto him all these, and divided them 
in the midst, and laid each piece one against 
another ; but the birds divided he not. And 
when the fowls came down upon the carcases, 
Abram drove them away." 

The " heifer of three years old " is Christianity 
of three millenaries. The heifer, as a symbol for 
Christianity, is used by the prophets, as in Hosea 
iv. 16, "Israel slideth back as a backsliding 
heifer;" as in Hosea x. 11, "Ephraim (Chris- 
tianity) is an heifer taught ; " as in Jer. xlvi., 
wherein Egjrpt is employed to denote an idola- 



150 THE BIBLE PLAN UNFOLDED. 

trous Christianity, "Egypt is like a very fair 
heifer, but destruction cometh." 

The " she-goat of three years old " represents 
the state of Lot's country to the east of Abram's^ 
where Mohammedanism will exist to the end 
of the third Christian millenary. In Daniel's 
vision (yiu.) concerning Mohammedanism, a 
** he-goat with a notable horn " casts down the 
ram. It is by the aid of goats' skins that Jacob's 
hands were made to simulate Esau's hands, by 
which the younger brother supplanted the elder. 

The " ram of three years old " is a symbol for 
paganism. One instance will suffice. In Isa. 
Ix. 7, it is said, in respect of Zion, " All the 
flocks of Kedar (blackness, or sorrow) shall 
be gathered together unto thee; the rams of 
Nebaioth (words, or prophecies, or fruits) shall 
minister unto thee." 

The three religious conditions, each of three 
millenaries, shall be divided, kept separate, "laid 
side by side." The missionary efforts] of Chris- 
tendom have therefore been ineffectual, and will 
be ineffectual until true Christianity is not only 
taught but actually realised as a vital body 
giving energy and force to Christian doctrines. 
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Example is far more powerful than precept, and 
until doctrine and conduct are united, Christian 
missionary eflfbrts are vain; "when the fowls" 
(the missionaries) " come down upon the car- 
cases " (the death-like condition), " Abram " (the 
precursor of truth) " drives them away." 

" The turtle-dove and young pigeon " are not 
divided ; they are sin-oflferings in conformity to 
the Levitical law, and are accepted according 
with the good intention of Christianity, of Mo- 
hammedanism, of paganism. Each religion is 
viewed with an eye of favour while honestly 
carried out. Virtue is the supreme end of all 
religion. 

" A horror of great darkness " falls on Abram, 
intimating a time of ignorance for a given time. 
" Abram's seed shall be a stranger in a land 
that is not theirs, and shall serve them ; and 
they shall afflict them 400 years : and also all 
that nation whom they shall serve will Grod 
judge ; and afterward shall they come out with 
great substance .... in the fourth generation 
they shall come hither again ; for the iniquity 
of the Amorites (rebels, babblers, praters) is not 
yet full." The 400 years, the four generations, 
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the forty years' sojoum in the wfldemess, the 
forty days' temptation, and other Scriptore in- 
stances, are emblematical of 4000 years, or fonr 
millenaries, from the time of Abram, daring 
which the truth would be struggling for a pas- 
sage to make its way through mankind. 

'* And it came to pass, that, when the sun 
went down, and it was dark, behold a smoking 
furnace, and a burning lamp, that passed be- 
tween those pieces/' This is descriptive of the 
condition of man toward the close of the fourth 
millenary. The " smoking furnace " represents 
the heated and murky controversies of the day ; 
the " burning lamp," a light shining and shed- 
ding its benignant rays over the murky atmos- 
phere. " In that same day the Lord made a 
covenant with Abraham, saying, Unto thy seed 
have I given this land, from the river of Egypt 
(that binds, or straitens, or troubles, or oppresses) 
to the great river Euphrates (that makes fruit- 
ful or grows) : the Kenites, the Kenizzites, and 
the Kadmonites, and the Hittites, and the Pe- 
rizzites, and the Kephaims, and the Amorites, 
and the Canaanites, and the Girgashites, and 
the Jebusites." Toward the close of " the 



ABRAM AND HIS DESCENDANTS. 153 

fourth generation/' or fourth Christian mille^ 
nary, should spring up a light which should 
gradually spread over the whole earth. 

Now begin the Hebrew types. It must still be 
borne in mind they are types, and not, as here- 
tofore supposed, historical statements. "Sarai, 
Abram's wife, bare him no children : and she had 
an handmaid, an Egyptian, whose name was 
Hagar (a stranger, or that fears)." .The Hebrew 
types have a similar office with those which the 
preceding patriarchal types have been seen to 
possess — namely, they represent progressive steps 
of Christianity. The first step is to beget de- 
scendants of a stranger when Abram was eighty- 
six years old. The life of Abram, as we have 
seen, typically represented the closing first divi- 
sional biblical 2000 years. It is now made ta 
represent the opening second divisional biblical 
2000 years. When Abram was 86, Ishmael 
(God who hears) was born. 86 + 1946, Abram's 
birth, reach 2032. This biblical chronology has 
its correspondence in the ministry of our Lord 
A.D. 32, begetting followers of strangers, and will 
have a further correspondence in a.d. 2032. 

At 99 years of age, when Ishmael was 13 
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years old, '' Abram and his son, and the men 
of his house, bom in the house, and bought 
with money of the 8trangei\ were circumcised." 
99 + 1946 = 2045. In a.d. 45 was set up the 
Christian Church by the admission of strangersi 
the Gentiles, Acts x. 

At 100 Abraham h^d the promised son Isaac 
(laughter). The first correspondence is a.d. 
46, the establishment of the Christian Church ; 
the second correspondence will be a.d. 2046, 
when the reign of the saints will be established 
over Christendom, the several present religious 
phases having at this time nearly expired. 

When a son was promised to Abram and 
Sarai in their old age, their names were changed 
to Abraham (the father of a great multitude) 
and Sarah (the princess of the multitude), there- 
by intimating they were the spiritual progenitors 
of instructed men. 

When Abraham offered Isaac, said to be " his 
only son," the faith Abraham exhibited is the 
faith all are to seek to reach, spiritual union 
with God being the end sought by religious 
teaching. When Isaac said, "My father, be- 
liold the fire and the wood ; but wherie is the 
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lamb for a burnt-offering ? " Abraham answered, 
" My son, God will provide Himself a lamb for 
a burnt-offering/' The faith exhibited in this 
answer is the faith required of us, and not a 
faith expressed in creeds. The faith required is 
that which reposes a full trust in God. This is 
the end sought by the Bible teaching to which 
the whole subserves, that man may be elevated 
to communion with God. 

It is evident Abraham was not a living person. 
He is an ideal character, as are the several 
patriarchs. This is further confirmed by the 
related marriage with Keturah (he that burns, 
or makes the incense to fume). The promise of 
a son to be born in his old age surprised both 
Abraham and Sarah, and after Sarah's death he 
is said to have taken Keturah to wife, and to 
have had by her numerous descendants. In a 
cariial sense this was improbable, not to say im- 
possible. If we suppose Sarah's death to repre- 
sent the close of the apostolic period, and the 
marriage of Abraham to Keturah to represent . 
the union of Christianity to paganism in a reli- 
gious sense, the meaning is obvious. After the 
apostolic period, the truth was permitted judi- 
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ciously to commingle with ignorance, and varied 
begettings were results. The union with Ketu- 
rah foreshadowed this course, which the whole 
stream of prophecy likewise foretold, and which 
history smce has confirmed. 

Lot, the relative of Abraham, is represented 
as living in Sodom, "sitting in the gate of 
Sodom." Sodom (their secret, their lime, their 
cement) represents Christianity in the east 
When the land became unequal to bear the 
herds of Abram and Lot, Abram gave Lot his 
choice, and Lot (hidden, covered) chose the plain 
to the east, into which he went, and Abram 
journeyed to the west. In the east, or in Asia, 
Christianity for a time was to be overthrown — 
the narrative concerning Lot tells in what way. 
Two angels came to Sodom. The two are sig- 
nificant ; they represent two supreme agents, 
Christ and Mohammed. Just before this state- 
ment we are told three angels appeared to 
Abram — Christ, and Moses, and Elias. The 
two to Lot announced the destruction of Sodom, 
and the Lord rained on Sodom and G-omorrah 
(a rebellious people) brimstone and fire out of 
heaven. The " brimstone and fire" are symbols 
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for unholy opinions destructive to spiritual life, 
producing disorderly conduct fatal to righteous- 
ness and inward peace. They are so used in 
Psalm xi., "Upon the wicked the Lord shall 
rain snares, fire, and brimstone, and a horrible 
tempest : this shall be the portion of their cup," 
meaning wickedness is self-tormenting. They 
are employed in this sense in numerous in- 
stances — Eev. ix. 17 ; Rev. xxi. 8 ; Job xviii. 
.15 ; Isa. XXX. 13. In this last instance, which 
concerns " the rebellious children who take coun- 
sel but not of God, and walk to go down into 
Egypt," it is said at the end of the chapter, 
" For Tophet (drum, or betraying) is ordained 
of old ; yea, for the king it is prepared : He 
hath made it deep and large ; the pile thereof is 
fire and much wood ; the breath of the Lord, like 
a stream of brimstone, doth kindle it" In a 
similar manner God " overthrew those cities, 
and all the plain, and all the inhabitants of the 
cities, and that which grew upon the ground." 
Christianity in the east was overwhelmed for its 
corruption. Lot, the righteous man, flew to 
Zoar, the little city, the small remnant, the 
little left of Christianity. His religious wife, 
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looking back and lingering, seeing to return to 
the condemned citr, became " a {Hilar of salt" 
Christianity, as foond in Sodom, became vitri- 
fied. Lot had two daughters who as yet had 
not known man. They were to give birth to 
two religious states in the east Lot and his 
daughters would not remain in Zoar, " they went 
up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain." 
Lot was made inebriate, and his daughters by 
him became the mothers of two religious states. 
'^ The firstborn bare a son and called his name 
Moab (of the father) : the same is the father of 
the Moabites (Mohammedans) unto this day. 
And the younger she also bare a son and called 
his name Ben-ammi (son of my people), the 
same is the father of the children of Ammon 
(Christianity in the east) unto this day." This 
order, Mohammedanism preceding the traffick- 
ing Christianity, is put forth in Kev. vi. 5, 6. 

To follow the several prophecies and elucidate 
them will be a labour of many lives. Prophecy 
is the staple of the Bible from one end to the 
other. From what has been already advanced, 
it is evident the promise to Abraham cannot be 
received in any restricted sense. It means the 
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enlightenment of all mankind. The Bible is the 
Word from God to be the Instructor to all men. 
The blessings given by Jacob or Israel to his 
twelve sons intimate their wide embracing cha- 
racter. The sons prophetically represent the 
entire human family, each some one portion, 
and in this sense their names are used by the 
sacred writers, and so at the close of the New 
Testament an " equal number of all the tribes 
are sealed as the servants of God in their fore- 
heads." The sojourn in Egypt, the release, the 
wanderings in the wilderness, the numbers of 
the tribes, the entrance into the Holy Land, the 
reigns of the kings, the dispersion, the ingather- 
ing to Christianity, sprung out of Judah, so 
" that none followed the house of David save the 
tribe of Judah only," all go to show the com- 
prehensive character of the promise to Abraham. 
In a previous work has been shown that the 
enumerated numbers of the tribes are not to be 
received as literal , but as prophetical. In Moses' 
prophetic song we are told, " When the Most 
High divided to the nations their inheritance, 
when He separated the sons of Adam, He set 
the bounds of the people according to the num- 
ber of the children of Israel" (Deut, xxxxv^^,. 
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XIV. 



PROPHECY. 




T is not too much to say that prophecy 
has been greatly misconceived. In- 
terpreters, groping in the dark, have 
found their way to an elucidation 
of some few prophecies, but the general design 
of the whole they have not reached, and many 
mistaken opinions have arisen. , 

A great error into which commentators have 
fallen has been mistaking prophecy for history. 
Many instances of mistakes arising from this 
cause have been shown. There ^e numerous 
others. Take one or two examples from Jere- 
miah. In chap. xvi. we read, " The word of the 
Lord came also unto me, saying, Thou shalt not 
take thee a wife, neither shalt thou have sons 
and daughters in this place." Commentators 
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have treated this passage as history, and sup- 
pose it to mean, as Calmet says, " About this 
time God forbade the prophet from taking a wife 
and having children in Jerusalem." Now, this 
is not its meaning in a literal sense. In the 14th 
chapter is portrayed the famished condition of 
Judah (Christianity). The causes of this con- 
dition are stated to be " the prophets prophesy 
lies," that is, teach lies in Grod's name, '* they 
prophesy a false vision and divination, a thing 
of nought, and the deceit of their heart." A con- 
troversy is set up. God expostulates and says, 
" The prophets shall be consumed, and the 
people to whom they prophesy shall be cast 
out in the streets of Jerusalem (Christendom), 
because of the famine and the sword ; and they 
shall have none to bury them ; them, their wives 
(religious systems), nor their sons, nor their 
daughters : for I will pour their wickedness upon 
them." The prophets on the other hand say, 
" Sword and famine shall not be in this land ; " 
but God declares they shall be, "for the virgin 
daughter (the second dispensation) of my people 
is broken with a great breach, with a very 
grievous blow.** This blow is given by the pro- 
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phets who teach falsely, by which in the city, in 
Christendom, are found "them that are sick 
with famine;" that is, spiritual famine ; "yea, 
both the prophet and the priest go about into 
a land (Christianity) they know nof Arising 
out of the general ignorance, lies are propa- 
gated, and a dearth of true spiritual nourish- 
ment is a consequence. The prophets acknow- 
ledge at the time predicted that they have 
prophesied falsely, and plead with God not to 
" disgrace the throne of His glory," beseeching 
Him to remember " His covenant" They are 
convicted of the nullity of ceremonial worship, 
and plead in these words, " Are there any among 
the vanities of the Gentiles that can cause rain ? 
or can the heavens (the false teachers in Christ's 
domain) give showers? Art not thou He, O 
Lord God ? Therefore we will wait upon Thee : 
for Thou hast made all these things/' In the 
next chapter the Lord says, ** Though Moses and 
Samuel stood before me " to plead, " yet my mind 
could not be toward this people : cast them out 
of my sight, and let them go forth." The dis- 
persion of a false Christianity is determined, 
and in the 16th chapter God instructs Jere- 
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miah, " Thou shalt not take thee a wife, neither 
shalt thou have sons or daughters in this place." 
The prophet is here made to personate Christen- 
dom, and the command is intended for Christians 
that they should forsake their spiritual wives. 
" For thus saith the Lord concerning the sons 
and concerning the daughters that are born in 
this place, and concerning their mothers that 
bare them, and concerning their fathers that 
begat them in this land ; they shall die of 
grievous deaths ; they shall not be lamented ; 
neither shall they be buried ; but they shall be 
as dung " (the means of fertilisation) " upon the 
face of the earth : and they shall be consumed 
by the sword and by the famine ; and their car- 
cases shall be meat for the fowls of heaven and 
for the beasts of the earth." The command to 
Jeremiah is plainly a command to Christians to 
give up their spiritual wives, that the spiritual 
begettings may die out, the objects of their tran- 
sitory lives being effected ; and so it is said, 
" Both the great and the small shall die in this 
land, and men shall not lament for them.*' 

Another instance of mistaking prophecy for 
history is found in the supposed literal purchase 
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by Jeremiah of "the field in Anathoth, which 
is in the country of Benjamin, for seventeen 
shekels of silver " (chap, xxxii.) The country of 
Benjamin (the son of the right hand), is Chris- 
tianity. " The field in Anathoth'* (answer, song, 
affliction, poverty) represents the condition of 
Christianity. " The seventeen shekels of silver" 
represent seventeen centuries of Christianity of 
a secondary character. The seventeen centuries 
take their rise after the apostolic period, say in 
the time of the birth of Sheth, when Christianity 
became commingled with Hebrew and heathen 
opinions. The seventeen centuries, dating from 
that period, bring us to the nineteenth century. 
So it is Jeremiah wrote : '* Then I knew that this 
was the word of the Lord, and I bought the 
field of Hanameel '* (the grace that comes from 
God ; or pity, or gift of God), " my uncle's son, 
that was in Anathoth, and weighed him the 
money, even seventeen shekels of silver. And I 
subscribed the evidence of the purchase, both 
that which was sealed according to the law and 
custom" (the Levitical laws), "and that which 
was open" (now to be read of all men) : ** and I 
gave the evidence of the purchase unto Baruch" 
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(who IS blessed, who bends the knee), " the son 
of Neriah " (light and lamp of the Lord, or the 
Lord IS my light), "the son of Maaseiah" (the 
work of the Lord), " in the sight of Hanameel, 
mine uncle's son, and in the presence of the wit- 
nesses that subscribed the book of the purchase " 
(the Bible) " before all the Jews " (followers of 
Christ), "that sat in the court of the prison/' 
The Jews sitting in the court of the prison 
describe the fettered condition of Christianity. 
The prophet goes on to show how this fettered 
condition of the followers of the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah shall be changed: "Grod will 
plant them in this land" (Christianity), " as- 
suredly with His whole heart and with His whole 
soul." Who cannot see that all this is prophecy ? 
Jeremiah continues the prophetic strain;, aud 
shows a persistence in idolatry (chap, xliv.) The 
people are represented as in Egypt, that is, in 
spiritual bondage. Some few return into the 
land of Judah, but the great majority remain, 
and these shall be consumed " until there be an 
end of them." The worship of Mary, under the 
figure of "the queen of heaven," is put forth, 
and the people are represented as clinging to it 
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" God declares His name shall no more be named 
in the mouth of any man of Judah in all the 
land of Egypt, saying, The Lord God liveth. 
Behold He will watch over them for evil and 
not for good : and all the men of Judah that are 
in the land of Egypt shall be consumed by the 
sword, and by the famine, until there be an end 
of them." 

The prophetic denunciations are to be received 
in a spiritual sense, but I should be wanting in 
faithfulness not to declare that a period^ of 
extreme trouble environs us. It is a time of 
extensive change, and to produce it God's Will 
will be wrought. Jeremiah, impersonating Chris- 
tianity, paints his sorrows as very great. So in 
like manner Ezekiel : " Cry and howl, son of man, 
for it shall be upon my people, it shall be on the 
princes of Israel." The time to effect the change 
is undoubtedly come. The prophecies plainly 
declare it, and the signs of the time bespeak it. 
"The Lord saith thus: Behold that which I 
have built will I break down, and that which I 
have planted I will pluck up, even this whole 
land." And to effect this " God will bring evil 
upon all flesh." Jeremiah's prophecies were 
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given " to root out, and to pull down, and to 
destroy, and to throw down, to build, and to 
plant." 

The New Testament is filled with instructive 
predictions. K we turn to John v. we find the 
time of change indicated. It begins by describ- 
ing in Jerusalem " a sheep-market in which is 
a pool called in the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, 
having five porches." The " sheep-market" re- 
presents Christ's fiock ; the " pool," a gathering 
of religious opinions ; " Bethesda," the house of 
effusion, the house of pity or mercy ; the *' five 
porches," five millennialentrances from Abraham. 
" In these lay a multitude of impotent folk, of 
blind, halt, withered, waiting for the moving of 
the water. For an angel went down at a certain 
season into the pool and troubled the water; 
whosoever then first after the troubling of the 
water stepped in, was made whole of whatsoever 
disease he had." A man with an infirmity 
" thirty and eight years is made whole." The 
five porches, as we have said, represent five mil- 
lenaries in relation to Christ's whole family on 
earth from Abraham to the ingathering of all 
peoples. The man with an infirmity for thirty- 
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eight years, describes the weak condition of 
Israel for thirty-eight centuries. At its expi- 
ration the waters are troubled, the infirm man 
complains that others get in before him and 
prevent his entrance. This is an answer to 
Christ's question, " Wilt thou be made whole ? " 
The man is not put into the pool, but Christ 
says, " Eise, take up thy bed and walk. And 
immediately the msin was made whole, and took 
up his bed and walked." Grant, Lord, that 
many others may do likewise. Then some of 
the Spiritually dead " in their graves shall hear 
the voice of the Son of man and shall come 
forth, they that have done good unto the resur- 
rection of life ; and they that have done evil 
unto the resurrection of damnation," or con- 
demnation. 

The course of prophecy teaches that Eoman- 
ism receives at this time a blow which throws 
it down with violence, as with a "stone like a 
great millstone thrown into the sea.** In " one 
hour she is made desolate." The stone like a 
millstone is the Eock, the Word, which thrown 
into Eomanism destroys it. Hence when the 
Bible is rightly interpreted, the suddenness with 
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which Komanism is made to collapse. But it 
will not be as suddenly extinct. We see no 
great system suddenly depart in the past, nor 
shall we in the future. Hebraism has had to be 
exhausted. An impure Christianity has to be 
exhausted. Mohammedanism has to be ex- 
hausted. Paganism has to be exhausted. And 
these exhaustions will follow in their order the 
footsteps of vital Christianity. When impure 
Christianity, with its political and social accom- 
paniments, are deposed, a state of peace in 
Christendom will be a result of perfected Chris- 
tianity. 

To eflfect the great object of universal enlight- 
enment, the providence of a far-seeing God 
determined a course through which humanity 
should be carried. The course probationary is 
accompanied (naturally) with toil and trouble. 
Its curse is not from God, but " from the earth" 
(Gen. iv. 11). God is love, pure love ; and 
chastisement when given from His hand is in- 
flicted in love. It is not difficult to see how 
inadequate is the force of truth to win its way 
unaided. Selfishness is so inherent in man he 
will not accept the truth if it seem opposed to 
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the attainment of his selfish desires. Hence 
divine inflictions, since God knows what is best 
for His children. The time of trouble is upon 
us to determine the result of an antagonism 
going on. We are not without experience. 
When the Hebrew polity, which was to last 
only a given time, was to be broken up, then 
came the separation of the tribes ; the captivity ; 
the short restoration ; the overthrow of Jerusa- 
lem ; the dispersion ; the land of Judaism given 
to Mohammedanism, the *' hireling;" all to 
render hopeless a return to Hebraism. Now we 
are experiencing the throes of Christendom to 
cast off Popery or Komanism, in a word, the 
clergy church ; and as the ultimate good to man 
is incalculable, so God will be sure to enforce 
His loving policy. 




XV. 




BIBLE POLITICS, 

" The kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the 
kingdom tmder the whole heaven, shall be given tto the 
people of the saints of the Most High." — Dan. vii. 27. 

HE Bible has helped to shape the poli- 
tics of nations from the time of Moses 
to the present. Containing a body 
of divine laws, it governed the He- 
brews. Its influence extended beyond them. 
It struck chords which vibrated to the remotest 
nations. In its modern form, the Old and New 
Testaments combined, it has influenced the poli- 
cies of eastern and western nations. It formed 
the foundation of Mohammedanism, and helped 
to give it direction and force. It is the source 
of the whole history of modern Europe. 

The question arises. Why, as a divine book, 
has it not yet eflfected its purpose of giving a 
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divine policy on earth ? The answer is obrions. 
Ignorance has prevented a right interpretation, 
and when ignorance is partially dispelled, sel- 
fishness prevents a right application. It has 
been misrepresented and perverted. It has been 
mutilated by false renderings, and in a disjointed 
form has been used to favour human purposes. 
It is not necessary to find fault with the misin- 
terpretation ; good results, according with the 
temper of the times, have flowed from it. 

The time is now arrived when the Bible shall 
exert its intended influence, that of giving a 
divine policy which shall lead men to " beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears into 
pruning-hooks.". The gospel, hitherto weakened 
by perversion, is to result in the government of 
mankind, and to give to earth a divine policy. 
" Know ye not the saints shall rule the world." 
And as pronounced by Daniel over two thousand 
years ago, and now to take eflfect, ** The saints 
of the Most High shall take the kingdom, and 
possess the kingdom for ever and ever." All 
previous dominions have been comparatively 
ephemeral. They have each lasted their allotted 
terms, and efiected their various purposes, and 
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have passed, or those yet remaining have to pass 
away and give place to an abiding dominion. 
And why abiding? The answer is, because 
founded on knowledge, right knowledge. All 
previous dominions have been shaped by imper- 
feet knowledge, and power has trampled on 
ignorance and consequent weakness. Fears have 
pervaded humanity, and these have been wrought 
on by power to give effect to selfish aims. Every 
Christian knows that the gospel is the harbin- 
ger of peace and goodwill, and every Christian 
knows, to his shame and confusion, that the 
gospel hitherto has been accompanied by blood- 
shed and rapine, at which the finger of scorn can 
point as the reproach of a spurious Christianity. 
The perverted Christian condition is ephemeral 
and evanescent Ignorance is to be displaced by 
knowledge, and the misrule ignorance has per- 
mitted and encouraged to be put down by the 
force of knowledge. The Bible, the divine text- 
book, supplies the needful knowledge. It has 
only to be rightly studied. 

The Bible is not intended, as previously 
thought, to give a hereafter salvation through 
the agency of ecclesiastics. Its Hebrew teach- 
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ing introduced a Levitical priesthood, and im- 
mature Christianity built on this as a foundation 
a clergy church, but a clergy church is foreign 
to true Christianity. Christianity teaches unity 
and equality, and repudiates separate classes 
and interests. The establishment of a distinc- 
tive section employed to rule and to mediate 
belongs not to vital Christianity. Christian 
ethics are intended for the elevation of all, and 
a social equality to be a result ; not an equality 
in the possession of outward things, but an 
equality of rights as fellow-members of one 
body. Christianity has a wide scope embracing 
this world and the next, and especially concerns 
a right policy here. The Bible regulates human 
affairs. It instructs with respect to them, 
and is so marvellously compiled that it serves 
all the varied conditions of society, whether 
results of ignorance or knowledge. To read it 
aright, it must be viewed as a unique book, and 
be studied in accordance with its principles of 
construction. Accepted thus, it is seen to be a 
book which instructs in the science of a divine 
policy on earth, just as any other scientific work 
instructs in any specific science. To understand 
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it, its elemental rules, as we have seen, must be 
acquired, as in any other science. Its principles 
of construction must be known before the in- 
struction it contains can be operative. 

No one will dispute the influence the Bible 
has exerted over human affairs. It is destined 
to exert a yet greater influence. Christ's labours 
are not to be inefficient ; they will produce the 
results intended. The seeming obstructions to 
the advancement of His kingdom will be re- 
moved. I say seeming obstructions. They are 
seeming. They have been, in fact, aids to fur- 
ther the attainment of the great object. They 
have helped, in a time of ignorance, to spread 
the measured light' hitherto enjoyed. We owe 
very much to many labourers in Christ's vine- 
yard. Up to the knowledge possessed they 
wrought diligently and gave to the people fruits 
of the vine; and though they pruned badly and 
grafted ignorantly, and turned it by misculture 
into a degenerate vine, yet the fruit has been 
palatable to a thirsty people, and to a given 
extent refreshed them. 

The perverted use of some declarations and 
some enjoinments of the Scriptures gave a 
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character to Chrifitendom, which, though faulty, 
has on the whole been benefidaL Such have 
been the doctrines taught of eternal pnnish- 
ment, the right divine of kings, the supremacy 
of the clergy church, the efficacy of rites, to- 
gether producing a condition for the time 
favourable to human advancement. A time is 
come when they are utterly repugnant to civili- 
sation. Ignorance is giving place to knowledge, 
and that which was fitting for the former is 
unsuitable to the latter. In the past unjust 
violence could not be restrained without the aid 
of terrorism, without strong threats of divine 
retribution, and a suitable scheme of govern- 
ment was needed. State and church authority 
combined was needed. Feudal lords were awed, 
and domestic broils restrained. The highways 
of nations were opened by the protection which 
strong government afforded. Intercourse broke 
down some of the barriers which local family 
rivalries, jealousies, and barbarous violences 
sot up. While we do not ignore the past, let 
us set our eyes steadfastly toward the future. 
Church and state authority will be needed, but 
wholly differing from the past church and state 
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authority. The time is come when Love shall 
rule and Terror be deposed. It is quite evident 
that all the relics of the past good and bad 
mixed government founded on terrorism, have 
to be moved out of the way. State and church 
authority, as hitherto exercised, produces class 
interests obstructive to human progress. While 
it remains, no expectation can be formed of 
a general amenity. It perpetuates rivakies, 
national and* social ; class interests struggle 
and fight for their own ; blood and treasure are 
spent; and the people are borne down by heavy 
burdens. 

The Bible teaches when and how to pass out 
of the vitiated into a pure state. A present 
obstacle to the reception of its teaching among 
some learned men is the ignoring of the Bible, 
and this ignoring arises from the fact that the 
Bible has been misread, misunderstood, and 
therefore misrepresented. No greater proof of 
this can be given than the present attitude of 
the clergy. Eecognised defects in their render- 
ings have been proclaimed ; they avoid investi- 
gation, and seek to smother inquiry under the 

weight of clerical dogmas. They vainly seek 

m: 
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to answer the objections to their renderings, 
and violently assail those who offer thenoL If 
the Bible cannot be upheld by honest reasoning, 
it is not a book for the learned. Now the Bible 
is to be upheld by honest reasoning, and a right 
interpretation will answer all objections which 
can be raised against it. I do not say that all 
difficulties to a right interpretation can be at 
once removed. Some are veiled in obscurity, 
and await the proper time for the veil to be 
removed. I only say that a right interpretation 
will remove them all. The objections generally 
urged spring up from a literal rendering. In 
this manner have arisen those put forth to the 
statements concerning the flood, the proclaimed 
numbers of the Israelites, the standing still of 
the sun, moon, &c. The remarks we have made 
with respect to some of the statements show 
them to have been misinterpreted. Concerning 
that of the sun and moon, which are said to 
have stood still at the bidding of Joshua, if 
read as a literal fact is undoubtedly not true. 
If the Bible is received as a text-book for 
divine legislation, and the seeming historical 
parts read as prophecy in accordance with its 
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principles of construction, then the instraction 
comes out in beauty and force. The seeming 
historical and the true historical contain pro- 
phecies which open out at the proper time to 
the instructed mind. As before shown, the 
arrested luminaries represent the arresting of 
the ruling political and religious powers at a 
time prophetically indicated. The standing still 
of the sun, or, as it is found in the margin, 
** Sun, be thou silent on Gibeon" (the elevation 
of iniquity), is a prophecy concurrent with 
others to a like effect. 

A marked error of the past has been to place 
for a confiding faith the substitute of an ex- 
pressed assent to a dogmatic creed. It is not 
a mental assent to opinion the Bible requires. 
The faith required is a loving, confiding faith, 
a heart-faith in God, an unreserved submission 
to His will, as exhibited by Abraham. The 
trammels of an expressed creed never have and 
never will hold men together. Only the right 
faith can bring Christians into unity. No 
schism in the body of Christ — the Church — 
arises from diversity of opinion, because uni- 
formity of opinion is not the bond of union. 
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Opinion is too diversified. It is faith, a loving 
•faith in God, that cements the union, and this 
adheres to all true Christians. Thus only is 
the Church formed so as to be without spot and 
blameless. Union with Christ, God with us, 
gives purity. The perplexing, contradictory, 
and damning doctrines taught by the creeds 
need no longer disturb men. The one faith in 
God, the Father of spiritual life, is the faith 
demanded. 

Who or what is God ? That is the solemn, 
the soul-absorbing question, which, when rightly 
answered, will largely influence the future of 
mankind. 

The Bible treats God as a unity, an entity, a 
personality. So it does Christ. So it does the 
Sathana, the adversary. So it does Jacob or 
Israel. So it does Manasseh, and Ephraim, and 
others. Though the Bible characters have each 
individuality, they are each treated as a com- 
munity after being introduced as individuals. 

This twofold application we have presented 
to us in Genesis. The divine visitants of Abra- 
liam, three in number, are called by him, " My 
Lord." So the two to Lot in a like expression. 
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In other parts of the Bible, Jacob is used in the 
sense of a community, and in one place seems 
by transposition to stand for God (Ps. xxiv.) 
Manasseh is employed by the prophets in a 
collective sense for Hebrews, and Ephraim for 
Christians (Isa. ix. 21 ; Hosea vii.) Judah is 
used collectively, as in Isa. ix. 21, wherein both 
the opponents of truth, Manasseh and Ephraim, 
are against Judah, Judah standing for the 
Lord's kingdom. Christ said, "God was one 
Lord," but Christ claimed to be one with God. 
And Christ by St Paul is said to be " the Head 
of His body — the Church — the fulness of Him 
that filleth all in all " (Eph. i. 22, 23). The 
union which Christ hath with God is conmion 
to the members of His body. Christ instructed 
us in this truth when He pleaded, " That they 
all may be one as Thou, Father, art in me, and 
I in Thee, that they also may be one in us : 
that the world may believe that Thou hast 
sent me " (John xvii.) Christian oneness with 
divine life is frequently asserted. There is a 
remarkable expression in St John's first Epistle 
(chap. V. 20) — namely, " This is the true God, 
and eternal life." What does the apostle mean? 



182 THE BIBLE FLAK UNFOLDED. 

The epistle b^ns with annoancing that 
Christ is the Word of life, that He is the 
medium of commmiioii between the spirit- 
world and mankind. It goes on to teU us 
that, if we walk in the light as He is in 
the light, we have fellowship with Qod and 
with one another. Union with Grod through 
Christ is exhorted, hj which a sinless state 
and eternal life are attained here on earth. 
John tells us, ^'Whosoever shall confess that 
Jesus is the Son of Grod, Grod dwelleth in him, 
and he in God." John closes the epistle thus : 
"We know that whosoever is bom of Grod 
sinneth not : but he that is begotten of Grod 
keepeth himself, and that wicked one toucheth 
him not. And we know that we are of Gkxi, 
and the whole world lieth in wickedness. And 
we know that the Son of Grod is come, and 
hath given us an understanding that we may 
know Him that is true ; and we are in Him 
that is true, even in His Son Jesus Christ. 
This is the true God, and eternal life. Little 
children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen." 
It is not written, He, Christ, is the true God ; 
but " This" — ^the union with God through 
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Christ,— this is the true God, and eternal life. 
John appears to sum up the whole matter. In 
his epistle he announces Christ as a messenger 
from God. He divides all men into two 
classes : those allied to God through Christ, 
and by communion to be sinless ; and those 
aliens to God who walk in darkness, and are not 
incorporated into God. A belief, a heart-faith 
in Christ incorporates into God, and so men 
become one with divine life. This is the true 
God, and eternal life. John teaches that Otod 
is not a personality localised, but divine life 
everywhere present in a harmonious unity. 
Man, made in the image of God, when in per- 
fected likeness is one with God. Thus, "the 
Word" spoken to man is the Light, the Life in 
man. Man when brought into harmony with 
divine life partakes of its purity and enters into 
membership. Every man has a family alliance 
— he is made in God's image; but many are 
aliens through human infirmities, passions, and 
devices. The last it is of which St John espe- 
cially warns us, "Little children, keep yourselves 
from idols.'' Christians who keep themselves 
from idols are insensible to the devices of " the 
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wicked one," the impersonation of evil, the em- 
bodiment of men's devices; and "he toucheth 
them not," their oneness with God secures 
them. 

The incorporation of the sons of God on 
earth with divine life in heaven is an undoubted 
truth. Two classes of men are found distinc- 
tively set forth in the Bible as " the sons of 
God " and " the sons of men." The latter give 
themselves to all kinds of human conceits, led 
by the wicked one ; the former give themselves 
to God, and are led by His Spirit. The 
"wicked one" is the "spirit of the air," of 
earthly things which " worketh in the children 
of disobedience/' The Spirit of God is divine 
life everywhere present. The sons of God have 
a simple but full confiding faith in God. The 
curious devices of human faiths have no charms 
for them. Their faith is not expressed by 
creeds. They have no faith in regeneration 
by water baptism and prelatical confirmation. 
They are not concerned with apostolic succes- 
sion and deputed priestly power. They have 
no faith in human sacrifices, in genuflections, 
in gorgeous ceremonials, in strait-laced religious 
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observances, in saint worship, in mere formal 
worship of any kind. Their Abrahamic faith 
is all-sufficient. If God be with them, who 
or what can be against them ? If the Divine 
Life shelters, who can harm them ? ** Little 
children, keep yourselves from idols." The 
purity and unity of the Church consist not with 
idol worship. 

The Scripture declarations have led men to 
form false conclusions concerning divine life. 
In accordance with the Bible scheme, in ac- 
commodation to human ignorance, terms are 
employed which raised gross opinions of God. 
Thus in the popular mind heaven is localised, 
the Father is localised, Christ is in human form 
at the Father's right hand, the Holy Ghost is a 
personality, the commissioned agent for inter- 
communion between heaven and earth. False 
conclusions, destined to pass away, have been 
drawn from the Scripture language. Of such 
was the misconstruction put upon the command 
to baptize in the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. In the Hebrew dispensa- 
tion, there was but one God, the Jehovah ; but 
when Chiist came and introduced the second 
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dispensation, then in Christianity was set np 
three gods ; but this was so plainly opposed by 
the previous teaching, that a creed was formed 
to try to reconcile the positive declaration in 
the first dispensation, with the assumed an- 
nouncemeut in the second. The difi&culty of 
reconciliation consisted in the humanity of 
Christ. The human form on earth could not 
but be asserted ; a continuous human form, a 
personal Christ in heaven, was assumed. 

The question is, Does the Bible warrant 
the conclusion that Christ is a personality in 
heaven in human form ? 

In answer to this question, it may be asserted 
that Christ, after His resurrection, appeared 
many times in human form, and on His ascen- 
sion He was seen to go into heaven in human 
form, and it is said He shall in like manner 
reappear. Is this evidence conclusive ? De- 
cisively not. 

There are some declarations unfavourable to 
a continued human existence, which should 
have considerable weight. Our Lord said, " He 
had power to lay down His (human) life, and 
power to take it again" (John x.) Of this 
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divine power the Bible affords many instances. 
Christ exemplified this power after His resur- 
rectioiL He conversed with His disciples, sat 
at meat with them, blessed and brake the 
bread; His disciples knew Him, and then He 
vanished from their sight. At a subsequent 
time they were slow to believe His presence, 
and He showed them His pierced and wounded 
body ; but to correct the tendency this evidence 
of His presence would have to raise material 
ideas concerning the spirit-world, He said, " A 
spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye see me 
have." Christ is a quickened and a quickening 
spirit, and yet He appeared in human form ; 
but He did so by that power which He de- 
clared Himself to possess. When He finally 
ascended after various manifestations, " He was 
taken up, and a cloud received Him out of the 
sight" of His disciples. Divine visitants pre- 
sented themselves at this time. " Two men in 
white apparel appeared, who said, Ye men of 
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven ? 
this same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye 
have seen Him go into heaven." This assertion 
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does not warrant the conclosioti that Christ has 
an abiding human form. We are told His body 
is composed of many " members, tlie fulness of 
Him that fiUeth all in all." The true Christian 
Church on earth and in heaven is the Christ 
A mam'festation of power through His mem- 
bers on earth would be a reappearance. He 
** was taken up to heaven in a cloud ; " a veiled 
manifestation of His presence would be a return 
"in like manner." St Paul tells us, "Flesh 
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God " 
(1 Cor. XV.) Flesh and blood pertain to 
humanity in its chrysalis form, and when this 
is thrown oflf, it is by divine power only re- 
assumed and cast off at pleasure, to further 
earthly ends. A divine visitant appeared to 
the wife of Manoah, who conversed with her 
and her husband ; and when Manoah and his 
wife desired to honour the Lord, they offered a 
burnt-offering, at which the divine visitant 
assisted, " who did wondrously ; " and who, 
" when the flame went up toward heaven from 
off the altar, ascended in the flame of the 
altar" (Judges xiii.) The several narratives 
concerning divine visitants in human form 
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mention changing appearances and sudden 
vanishings, which are opposed to an opinion of 
abiding human forms in heaven. Christ is 
called " the Word of Life ; " and we are told 
that, " In the beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word was Ood;" 
and that the " Word was made flesh, born not 
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of Grod." Christ is an emana- 
tion of divine life, a manifestation on earth, a 
medium of communication between the spirit- 
world and man, who forms a part in embryo 
of the spirit- world. Christ is not a localised 
glorified flesh and blood body in heaven. He is 
the representative on earth of the creative and 
energising Spirit which governs the world. 

Man is intimately allied to the spirit- world. 
Abraham is called the friend of God. So is 
Moses : " The Lord spake to Moses face to face, 
as a man speaketh unto his friend.^' With 
Jacob was held the like intimacy : " And Jacob 
called the name of the place, where God spake 
with him, Bethel" (the house of God), "the 
dwelling-place of the Most High, called at the 
first Luz " (separation). The dwelling of God 
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on earth is enlarged through the Scriptures. 
Grod declares, " I will dwell among the children 
of Israel, and will be their God." The intimacy 
which this implies is frequently niged in the 
Old and New Testaments : " This is the hill 
which God desireth to dwell in, yea, the Lord 
will dwell in it for ever. The chariots of God 
are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels" 
(men) ; ** the Lord is among them, as in 
Sinai, in the holy place. Thou hast ascended 
on high, Thou hast led captivity captive; 
Thou hast received gifts for men ; yea, for 
the rebellious also, that the Lord Qod might 
dwell among them." Man's relation to divine 
life is expressed by David: "Ye axe gods, 
and all of you are children of the Most High." 
The Jews accused Jesus of blasphemy, and 
stoned Him, " because, being a man, He made 
Himself God.'* Jesus answered them, "Is 
it not written in your law, I said, Ye are 
gods? If he called them gods, unto whom 
the word of the Lord came, and the Scripture 
cannot be broken, say ye of Him whom the 
Father hath sanctified and sent into the world, 
Thou blasphemest; because I said I am the 
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Son of God?" Jesus herein recognises a 
divinity in man, and claims divinity for Him- 
self. 

In the Old Testament we find a jealous reser- 
vation of pre-eminence for one, the Jehovah or 
Jah. God the Jehovah is an impersonation of 
divine life. The ignorance which prevailed 
rendered this necessaiy. Men required a sub- 
stantive image before them to confront the 
imaginary deities put forth as objects of ido- 
latrous worship. In the New Testament an 
enlargement of ideas regarding the Deity was 
raised of " the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost," begetting the Trinity in unity of 
Christendom. This expansion of the Godhead 
increased with the New Testament teaching, 
wherein the Christ, the Son of God, is said to 
be composed of many human members together 
forming His body, and which body is represented 
as one with the Father : " There is one body, 
and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one 
hope of your calling ; one Lord, one ( spiritual) 
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all!' 
Agreeably to the scheme of the Bible, and in 
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accordance with the promises, Christ was a Son 
of God, that through Him the sons of Grod may 
be perfected, that "every one that is perfect 
should be as his Master." And so we have the 
ennobling declaration : " That they all may be 
one ; as Thou, Father, art in me, and I in Thee, 
that they also may be one in us. . . • And 
the glory which Thou gavest me I have given 
them; that they may be one, even as we are 
one : I in them, and Thou in me, that they 
may be made perfect in one" (John xviL) 
This is the " great mystery," the union of Christ 
and the Church (Eph. v.), "which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in Grod, 
who created all things by Jesus Christ, . . . 
of whom the whole family in heaven and earth 
is named *' (Eph. iii.) 

The relation of humanity to Deity is intimated 
by the names given to the scripture characters, 
having in them Eli or Yah, or both ; as Elijah, 
Elisha, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and 
others. 

Having carried thus far my readers to a 
limited knowledge of divine life as presented in 
the New Testament, it becomes needful to turn 
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the knowledge to a practical end. The most 
cursory reader of God's Word must see that it 
leads man step by step from materialism to 
spiritualism, from barbarism to civilisation. It 
is evident, as men advance in knowledge, suc- 
cessive stages in progressive human life are 
gained, which present new religious, political, 
and social features. The errors of the past are 
swept away to make room for a new order of 
ideas. 

The past was built up on false doctrines, con- 
sequent on men's ideas at the time prevalent. 
A false doctrine concerning original sin was 
thus raised, and the doctrines which accompany 
it are likewise false. Original sin was not a con- 
sequence of eating forbidden fruit in a literal 
garden, but is due to the compound nature of 
man, the subtilty of the mind operating on a 
finely organised body. It is a mistake to sup- 
pose that God's creative work was marred, man 
ruined, and all things thrown into disorder by 
the wiles of a personal devil. God says, " I form 
the light, and create darkness ; I make peace, 
and create evil. I the Lord do all these things" 
(Isa. xlv. 7). The whole religious scheme 

N 
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taught by divines is so manifestly absurd it 
excites a smile. Their scheme, that evil was 
introduced by the cunning of a rival power, to 
be condoned by the propitiatory oflfering of an 
only Son of God, conduces to an idea that God 
was the culprit, since He is made to oflFer a 
sacrifice, and, in the person of an only Son, to 
pay a penalty to the rival power. When we 
look abroad on the visible power of God, and 
see the majesty of all His works, and then 
suppose that in a little comer of them His 
vigilance was relaxed and His fair work marred 
by a rival power, we question the omnipotence 
of God, and view Him subject to human infir- 
mities. How different it is when we recognise 
all things in due order proceeding agreeably to 
His will, and the seen ills recognised to be neces- 
sary accompaniments of humanity, and essential 
to the divine procedure. The ills of life are 
necessary for man's culture; the sufferings 
which accompany them, if rightly applied, 
make men perfect, as "the Captain of their 
salvation was made perfect through suffering" 
(Heb. ii. 10). It was as an example He died, 
a willing offering to humanity ; it was the ex- 
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pression of a fundamental law of the spirit- world 
founded on seK-abnegation. Love is the supreme 
law of divine life in heaven, and is intended to 
be the supreme law of divine life on earth. God 
has not made this earth in vain. " He formed 
it to be inhabited" by righteousness (Isa. xlv. 
18). The seed of the woman, the Church, the 
sons of God, " shall bruise the serpent's head." 
And so we have the decree : " And the kingdom, 
and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom 
under the whole heaven shall be given to the 
people of the saints of the Most High, whose 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and all 
dominions shaU serve and obey Him." 

This decree is to take effect at a specified 
time given by Daniel. In his comprehensive 
vision (chap, vii.) are portrayed "four great 
beasts," symbols for kingdoms which were to 
arise after his time. They were to " come up 
from the sea," that is, arise out of paganism. 
Included in these, and the last of the four, is 
the Eoman kingdom, first pagan, than Papal. 
In this kingdom was to spring up "a little 
horn " or power, small in territorial power, but 
great in pretension, " having eyes like the eyes 
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of man, and a mouth speaking great things," — 
the Papacy. At the destruction of the Papacy, 
raised in ignorance and destroyed by knowledge, 
an abiding kingdom is to be established, founded 
on knowledge. The spurious form of Chris- 
tianity, when it hag lasted its allotted term, is 
to be displaced by the reign of the saints. True 
Christianity is to be raised on the ashes of a 
false Christianity. 

If we compare the present aspect of the earth 
with that of the past, a vast change is perceived. 
Instead of universal ignorance and gross super- 
stition, enlightenment is spreading everywhere. 
On this spreading intelligence " the Ancient of 
days " is described by Daniel as sitting, " His 
throne like the fiery flame, and His wheels as 
burning fire. A fiery stream issued and came 
forth from before Him, and ten thousand times 
ten thousand stood before Him ; the judgment 
was set, and the books were opened." The 
Keformation has largely progressed, science is 
doing its work, the press is active, the rail and 
the telegraph enable men to run to and fro in 
body and in mind ; and now that the judgment 
is set the books of Scripture are opened. 
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Unlike all preceding earthly kingdoms, a 
kingdom is now to be established on right 
knowledge ; and, being based on right know- 
ledge, it is to be an abiding kingdom. Not 
only abiding in relation to this world, but 
stretching out beyond, is abiding in regard to 
the next : " The saints of the Most High shall 
take the kingdom, and possess the kingdom for 
ever and ever." 

Now we must not make a mistake as to who 
are the saints. This mistake has ruled in the 
past. Piety, religious observances, rigid formal- 
ism, and separation from the world, have been 
supposed marks which indicated the saints. A 
sham for a reality has been the religious error. 
The saints or sanctified ones to form the new 
kingdom differ from the preceding ; they are 
truly righteous, that is, guided by right prin- 
ciples to result in right-doing, derived from one 
primary law — love, ** love to God and to man." 

Observe, it is not only to the saints the 
kingdom is given, but likewise to the people of 
the saints. The saints will exercise a powerful 
influence, and raise up a people. They will 
impress on society Christian doctrines, so as 
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to give a Christian vitality. Christianity will 
raise up a people guided by pure ethics. But 
the people will not be all saints or righteous. 
They will all possess Christian privileges, but 
will not all possess Christian graces. The go- 
vernment will be Christian ; that is, guided by 
true principles. 

In connection with right government, great 
and precious promises are made of deliverance 
from many of the ills which affict humanity. 
All such as can be traced to misgovemment, 
religious or secular, will be smoothed away. 
The people will be brought so much under the 
influence of Christian principles as to desire 
the right. Selfishness will be especially dis- 
couraged. In the past scarcely nothing has 
been presented but pure selfishness in religion, 
in politics, in social life. All rulers have sought 
self-elevation. Self is at the bottom of all ex- 
isting political arrangements, not only in refer- 
ence to this world, but extends even into the 
next. Men are religious on a selfish principle, 
not as they should be on a broad principle of a 
community of good. Self-abnegation, so strongly 
set forth by Christ, has found little imitation. 
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Why has Christianity hitherto been so lifeless ?^ 
The answer is, politics have been based on 
selfish, heathen principles. Society has been 
governed by them, and received their evil im- 
pressions. Christ's command has been ignored 
and set aside, not only by infidels, but also by 
professing Christians. Christ emphatically com- 
manded His followers not to be led by them 
(Mark x. 42-45). The false principles hither- 
to governing have to be put aside, institutions 
based on them cast down. Christian principles 
liave to be wrought into the framework of society, 
so that their sustaining power shall be felt in 
human institutions. They are intended to per- 
meate society. Instead of teaching men to be 
religious to save their souls from a threatened 
hereafter torture, they must be taught to be reli- 
gious for the general good ; and in the general 
good to find for themselves, as members of one 
family, the peace on earth and happiness in 
heaven which the gospel promises. 

The present political and religious institutions 
foster ambition, pride, pomp, lust of power ; and 
these descend through all grades and embitter 
society. Selfishness has reigned paramount, 
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and the pnTileged classes haYe» as a rule, sought 
their own^ and have heen indifferent to the 
general good. Placed in opposite balances, 
indiTidual and class interests have outweighed 
the general welfare. 

That a great change has to be effected who 
can doubt ? If the existing clergy church, " the 
mouth speaking great things," has spoken, or 
yet speaks right things, where is the necessity 
to close the mouth by deposition of the Church ? 
It does not speak right nor wise things ; and 
God has declared through the voices of all the 
prophets, including that of Christ, that the 
dominion of the spurious church — ^the corrupt 
woman, the harlot of Scripture — shall be taken 
away. How this will operate on society we 
have yet to learn from experience ; but we know 
this, that to a right government, exemption from 
war is promised, and it is not diflBcult to foresee 
a state of society far less oppressive and burden- 
some than the present. 

The supreme error, as affecting Christianit)% 
has been the sej^arating from the Christian body 
a class called the clergy, to which has been 
assigned a holiness not accorded the laity. This 
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politically-assigned holiness is expressed by the 
terms Reverend, Right Reverend, Right Rev- 
erend Father in God; the scale of holiness 
ascending with the amount of worldly pomp 
each has had to carry. This importation into 
Christianity is especially condemned. Micah 
presents its evil features, and strongly denounces 
it. The unholy alliance of Church and State 
which has governed is portrayed : " Hear this, 
I pray you, ye heads of the house of Jacob, and 
princes of the house of Israel, that abhor judg- 
ment, and pervert all equity. They build up 
Zion with blood, and Jerusalem (Christendom) 
with iniquity. The heads thereof judge for re- 
ward, and the priests thereof teach for hire, and 
the prophets thereof divine for money ; yet will 
they lean upon the Lord, and say. Is not the Lord 
among us ? none evil can come upon us. There- 
fore shall Zion for your sake (the corrupt and 
misguiding priests) be ploughed as a field, and 
Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain 
of the house as the high places of the forest " 
(Micah xi.) 

The next chapter promises deliverance, and 
this will be eflfected through the operation of 
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true Christian principles. Church and State 
have to be blended, but in a manner wholly 
diflfering from the previously-condemned union. 
** The heads" must not "judge for reward," nor 
" the priests teach for hire/* nor prophets ** divine 
for money.*' A state of society will be estab- 
lished governed by Christianity. 

When true principles are brought to bear on 
politics, a very great diflference will be wrought 
on humanity. Instead of the exactions of power 
we shall witness a general submission to the 
right ; instead of dogmatic teaching, the end of 
which is to sustain a class, we shall see a people 
instructed in the simple but true faith of a con- 
fiding love ; instead of tithes misappropriated 
and employed to support a misguiding class, a 
self-imposed tithe, a fruit of goodwill, will be 
given to benefit the poor ; instead of a corrupt, 
prelatical, pompous, endowed church, we shall 
have unpretending self-supporting churches ; 
instead of monarchy we shall have chosen chiefs 
of sections elected by the people, unpaid bishops, 
chiefs, or overseers, guiding, controlling, and 
religiously-impressing social and political life ; 
rieligion, instead of being chiefly a concern for 
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the next world, will be made the concern of, and 
enter into all the relations of, the present world ; 
the bishops will have no state parade, no induce- 
ments held out to them to govern to serve 
selfish ends ; instead of war, with all its horrors 
and its burdens, we shall have peace and quiet- 
ness ; instead of an aristocracy, which war has 
raised, we shall all submit to just laws, common 
to all, and class legislation wholly abolished ; 
instead of a law of primogeniture to perpetuate 
class interests, casting incalculable burdens on 
the people, a common equality in the eye of the 
law will reign ; instead of oppressive taxation 
to uphold a diseased and perverted condition, 
few fiscal burdens will be imposed. When these 
transpositions are wrought, then shall "every 
man," in the quiet of each departing day, sit at 
ease " under his own vine and his own fig-tree, 
and none shall make them afraid, for the mouth 
of the Lord hath spoken it" (Micah iv.) 

The changes here indicated will awaken fears 
in the minds of the present privileged classes. 
They look on society as at present formed, and 
estimate the effects which will be wrought on 
their position. No doubt they will lose the 
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power they covet They will be gradually shorn 
of their present many personal adYantage& 
Some of these should be parted with without 
r^ret, since their extrinsic value is dae to the 
state of society. Wherein are the advantages 
of having a host of servants, of immense man- 
sions to lodge them, and of the parade of high 
life, were it not that the present state of society 
calls for them to give weight to an aspiring 
ruler? Thev have been needful to ascension 
in the political past In the future, parade 
will have a tendency to operate the other 
way. 

There can be no doubt that the Bible which 
helped to rear a past state, will conduce to the 
formation of a new order of social life. Instruc- 
tion will reach all, mental culture be bestowed 
on poverty, and a free intercourse of wealth and 
poverty be a result which will soften the man- 
ners of all. An improved condition is promised, 
but this will not arise with society constituted 
as at present ; it has too many tendencies to 
evil. Whilst the supreme authority is bolstered 
up with ecclesiastical pomp, an aristocracy, a 
privileged, gentry, class interests will be per- 
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petuated. When these interests are abolished, 
there will be no distinctive transmitted honours 
engendering family claims, no court parade, no 
family compacts, no class distinctions, no wars 
to cast burdens on the people. Truth will be 
able to assert itself, and have a free course 
through humanity. 

To reach the promised blessings society must 
be based on the gospel. Political life must 
spring out of theocracy. The sure basis must 
be our Lord's parting declaration, " Lo, I am 
with you alway, even to the end of the world." 
Man, as intimately allied to divine life, must be 
governed by divine laws. These laws recognise 
all men to be equal claimants on divine pro- 
tection. In political associations every man 
confessing a belief in God is entitled to political 
privileges. It may be assumed that every man 
who joins a church — that is, an assemblage of 
religious persons — has a belief in divine life. 
Political life must have its broad basis in this 
belief. Herein is founded the natural con- 
science, the pledge of a nation's conscience. 
However varied the religious opinions, this one 
belief should constitute the right to have a voice 
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in political matters. Suppoeing society thos 
ordered, it may reasonably be expected that the 
gospel ethics would begin to take effect. 

Let us view a slight sketch which the future 
is expected to present We will suppose 
neighbouring nations to abolish all present 
political institutions, and each to put forth a 
decree that it will be governed by a senate. 
The operation will proceed thus. Every man 
seeking to share in political life will enrol him- 
self in some one religious body. Each religions 
body will elect an elder, or, as the ecclesiastical 
term is, a bishop. A conclave of bishops in a 
district will elect a head of the district. The 
district heads will form a senate. Each senate 
will appoint a president. International questions 
will come before a conclave of presidents. In 
this manner, arranged according to the popu- 
lation and exigencies of nations, political life 
will be imbued with religious life. To preserve 
untainted the religious political life, the heads 
will not have state salaries; only legitimate 
exi)enses incurred to be reimbursed. To give 
no encouragement to party politics, subordinate 
offices will be held, while competency per- 
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mits, and moderate salaries be given to the 
appointed. 

It is seen that churches constituted for political 
aims will contain a large element of secularism. 
This is quite in accordance with true Chris- 
tianity. Political life should be wedded to 
religious life, be imbued with it, so that religion 
shall permeate society. This idea founded the 
Papacy, but falsely. The pious observances, 
the state religious services removed out of the 
sphere of secularism, are not conformable to 
Christianity. They owe their existence to false 
opinions. The " Sabbath was made for man," 
and not man for the Sabbath. The Sabbath 
was made a day of rest for man and beast from 
toil, to be given by man to innocent recreation, 
and used for his self-cultivation. It is especially 
a gift to the poor man, to save him from the 
tyranny of the rich. Let him be careful what 
he does with so rich a boon. Let him take care 
he does not misapply it, and so lengthen the 
hours of toil. The Sabbath must be kept holy, 
but not in the sense of the past. God's glory 
is not heightened by " the new moons and Sab- 
baths," the churches' festivals, even "the calling 




208 THE BIBLE PLAN UNTOLDED. 

of assemblies for the solemn meeting is iniquity " 
(Isa. i.) Such solemn meetings, intended as 
means of expiation and reconciliation, and to 
appease a supposed wrath of God, are oflfensive, 
because founded on a misconception of Deity, 
and convey a slander on God's character. The 
first day of the week, the Sabbath, should be 
devoted to mental culture, to works of charity, 
to innocent recreation, to social matters tending 
to elevate humanity. It should be held in the 
spirit of primitive Christianity. The " disciples 
met on the first day of the week to break bread " 
in common, and to instruct them, "Paul preached 
to them until midnight." Exhausted by his 
lengthened discourse, "he broke bread again, 
and talked a long while even till break of day." 
It was during this midnight assemblage "Euty- 
chus" (happy, fortunate), after being taken up for 
dead, was restored to consciousness. The 20th 
chapter of the Acts, on which these remarks 
are founded, is very instructive. Compare 
the teaching supplied by the narration of the 
Sabbath meeting with the latter part of the 
chapter about " the grievous wolves," which 
Paul predicted " would enter the fold, not 
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sparing the flock, speaking perverse things to 
draw away disciples after them/' making fol- 
lowers not of Christ but of themselves. The 
contrast is strong between primitive Chris- 
tianity and that which followed as foretold 
by Paul. The weekly collection for the saints 
ordered by Paul (1 Cor. xvi.), conveys to the 
mind the idea that secular matters which 
concern the well-being of society rightly enter 
into Sunday occupations. Questions of state 
policy adverse to humanity, the cabals, the 
intrigues, the dynastic self-seeking schemes, the 
party struggles on which churchmen enter, are 
unsuitable for Sunday or other day employ- 
ments. 

With respect to the wide embracing character 
of Christianity, admitting to political privileges 
all who hold a belief in God — the Divine Life — 
several examples are furnished in the New Tes- 
tament of the enfolding principle. The parable 
of the supper, for the non-attendance to which 
the invited guests made excuses, and the com- 
mand to " compel the halt, the maimed, and the 
blind to come in,'' affords an instance. The 
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dream of Peter of the sheet, which enclosed " all 
manner of fonr-footed beasts of the earth, and 
wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the 
air," is another. To this comprehensive prin- 
ciple the effusion of the Holy Spirit on the day 
of pentecost is a testimony. This took place 
prior to water baptism on " devout men out of 
every nation under heaven, and these spake every 
man in his own tongue." Hereby we know that 
'* whosoever, of whatever nation, shall call on the 
name of the Lord, shall be saved." To call on 
the name of the Lord is to have on the wedding- 
garment, which makes a fitting guest. A belief 
in divine life is a guarantee for a divine con- 
science, and every man by enrolment expressing 
this belief should be entitled to political privi- 
leges. Persons not calling on the name of the 
Lord, not submitting to church authority, should 
be excluded from political privileges (Matt, xviii. 
15-18). Men saved are not, as erroneously sup- 
posed, saved from a hereafter torturing hell, but 
save4 from a godless state, for which the term 
hell in Scripture stands. Society founded on 
the gospel must necessarily become more vir- 
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tuous. Not a member will lie concealed in the 
dreary depths of vice. Every enrolled member 
of a community — a church — will be subject to 
the searching eyes of his fellows, and lovingly 
encouraged to walk in the paths of virtue. The 
complaint now so common, " the poor will not 
come to church," will no longer be heard. Every 
man will take an interest in that which supplies 
the very life-blood of society. 

That the change indicated, the displacement 
of the governing powers in existing Christendom, 
and the setting up a rule of vital Christianity, 
will not take place without great preceding 
troubles, is not to be expected. The prophecies 
point to these troubles. The words of our Lord 
are : " Immediately after the tribulation of those 
days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon 
shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall 
from heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken." The troubles predicted are of 
no ordinary character. In our Lord's discourse 
(Matt xxiv.) were mentioned divers troubles, as 
" the beginning of sorrows ; " and He then spoke 
of the great tribulation, such as was not since 
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the beginning of the world to this time, no nor 
ever shall be." So Daniel (xii.) declared, when 
knowledge is increased, there '' shall be a time 
of trouble such as never was since there was a 
nation even to that same time.*' The prophet 
suflSciently indicates " that same time," and it 
may be looked for not long hence. " None of 
the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall 
understand ; *' and the latter shall take steps to 
mitigate "the great tribulation" coming upon 
us. If the time of trouble were protracted, 
"there should no flesh be saved: but for the 
elect's sake" — the wise — "those days shall be 
shortened." How needful, then, to take steps 
towards the change, not only to shorten the days 
of trouble, but to build up a true Christian state. 
A first step toward the consummation has been 
made by the recent disestablishment and dis- 
endowment of the Irish Church. Proceed on- 
wards. Displace prudently, and justly to vested 
interests, existing institutions which have been 
raised on a false Christianity ; and God grant 
that the time of trouble may be softened to the 
nations brought under the influence of the coun- 
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sels of the wise. A right state policy demands 
that all exciting causes for religious animosity 
should be put aside. With these removed, truth 
has nothing to fear from banded power, or from 
free intercourse with mummery, idolatry, super- 
stition, bigotry, and intolerance. They live 
enshrouded in darkness, they will die out in 
the spreading light. 



THE END. 
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